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[bookmark: _GoBack]At risk of giving you a history lesson, I want to share a few facts with you about the Syrian city, Alepo, which we hear so much about these days. Surely we all know that Alepo is or perhaps was the stronghold for those opposing the regime of Syria’s President Assad. In recent weeks it has been bombarded from the air and has become a source of deep tension between the West and Russia. It is said that if an intervention is not made on behalf of Alepo it will be razed to the ground by Christmas.
What is perhaps not so well known by us is that Alepo is also a stronghold of Christianity in Syria and the Model East. The Christian population of 10% in the Middle East have an enclave there.
In these days of intense bombing it is our Christian brothers and sisters who are suffering and dying.
These Christian have suffered much down through the ages, they have known both proselytizing and persecution and they have remained faithful. In the midst of all that is happening they still remain faithful, for their hearts and their voices raised in prayer every day seeking an end to their unspeakable agonies.
In spite of the bullets and the bombs they know about the need to pray continually and never loose heart.  Perhaps the governments of the West will not heed their prayers but the just judge will and their needs will not be left unattended.
These Christians are a model of faith to us. Our troubles though they can seem unbearable are as nothing to theirs. In the trials and tribulations of our lives it is possible, desirable and indeed necessary to recognize the need to pray continually and not lose heart. As Jesus tells us God will see justice done to his chosen who cry to him even when he seems to delay. Our prayers, our pains, our sufferings never go unheeded.

