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 Chris Boles (Lauriston Jesuit Centre) will outline Catholic
Social Teaching as an excellent vehicle for
engaging learners in global citizenship issues…

Peace on Earth – 1963
Pope John XXIII

 To Our Venerable Brethren the Patriarchs, Primates,
Archbishops, Bishops, and all other Local Ordinaries who
are at Peace and in Communion with the Apostolic See,
and to the Clergy and Faithful of the entire Catholic
World, and to all Men of Good Will.

Luke 10:25-36

 The Parable of the Good Samaritan


29But

wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, „And
who is my neighbour?‟ ….



36Which

of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?‟ 37He
said, „The one who showed him mercy.‟ Jesus said to
him, „Go and do likewise.‟

"MAKE THE CROSS COUNT"
A pre-election statement by
the Catholic Bishops of Scotland '

28th April 1999

Our own parliament for the first time in almost 300 years!
This is a development we welcome.
Today's voters, both nationally and locally, have a unique responsibility: that of building afresh on
the solid foundations of Scotland's past. Scotland's historic place within the United Kingdom and
among the nations of Europe was identified with the cross of Saint Andrew- ever a sign of death
and new life. Catholics in Scotland are committed to playing their part in shaping Scotland's
future.
Our vision is of a land where every man, woman and child is respected and valued
for who they are rather than what they have or what they do.
Our vision is of a nation where people are not shackled by history; where
prejudice on grounds of creed, colour or race is outlawed forever.
Our vision is of a community in which the common good rather than narrow selfinterest is our motivation.
Our vision is of a country where everyone has the opportunity to achieve their full
potential in life - spiritually, educationally, socially... where people have the
chance to "be all they can be".
It is not our intention to advise electors which party or candidates they should favour. We urge
you to use your vote at both national and local level according to your conscience and make a
difference on May 6. Make the Cross count on election day by saying...
Yes to a Fresh Start
Our expectation for the new Parliament is of a participative, constructive assembly, not enslaved
by ideology;' but committed to the common good. We believe the Scottish people can and will
focus on the main issues facing us. We trust that politicians too will focus on these issues.
Yes to Life
We are at our weakest when coming into and departing from this world. That is why our children
and our brothers and sisters who are elderly or ill need our protection. Abortion and euthanasia are
violations of the basic right of the very young and the very old to exist. We must ensure that those
elected on May 6 will enshrine a respect for life in the foundations of our new democracy, and, at
the same time, reject any moves towards living wills which legally bind our doctors, so-called
mercy killing and experimentation on human beings.
Yes to Education
We want all Scots to have the chance to "learn to the limit", to realise their potential for
knowledge and skills. We call for the provision of an education system that is free to all,'
including those at university level, and includes adequate student maintenance grants. Our
Catholic schools have served the community well. We are justifiably proud of their achievements.
We are confident that our new legislators will reassure the Catholic community that their
legitimate freedom in educational choice will continue to be respected and supported.

 In the area of peace, there have
been exchanges regarding the
elaboration of an international
arms trade treaty; regarding
human rights, the Holy See and
the United Kingdom have
welcomed the spread of
democracy, especially in the last 65
years; in the field of development,
there has been collaboration on
debt relief, fair trade and financing
for development, particularly
through the International Finance
Facility, the International
Immunization Bond, and the
Advanced Market Commitment.
 The Holy See also looks forward to
exploring with the United Kingdom
new ways to promote
environmental responsibility, to the
benefit of all.

“The joys and the hopes, the griefs and
the anxieties of the people of this age,
especially those who are poor or in any
way afflicted, these too are the joys and
the hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the
followers of Christ.”

 Dignity of the Human Person
 This is the foundational theme on which all others rest. All people are
sacred, made in the image and likeness of God. People do not lose dignity
because of disability, poverty, age, lack of success, or race. This
emphasises people over things, being over having.

 Community and the Common Good
 The human person is both sacred and social. We realise our dignity and
rights in relationship with others, in community. "We are one body; when
one suffers, we all suffer." We are called to respect all of God's gifts of
creation, to be good stewards of the earth and each other.


 Rights and Responsibilities
 People have a fundamental right to life, food, shelter, health care,
education and employment. All people have a right to participate in
decisions that affect their lives. Corresponding to
 these rights are duties and responsibilities to respect the rights of others
in the wider society and to work for the common good.

 Option for the Poor


The moral test of a society is how it treats its most vulnerable members.
The poor have the most urgent moral claim on the conscience of the
nation. We are called to look at public policy decisions in terms of how
they affect the poor.

 Dignity of Work
 People have a right to decent and productive work, fair wages, private
property and economic initiative. The economy exists to serve people,
not the other way around.

 Solidarity
 We are one human family. Our responsibilities to each other cross
national, racial, economic and ideological differences. We are called to
work globally for justice.

 Justice and Peace
 Peace is the fruit of justice and is dependent on right order among
humans and nations. Violence, nuclear weapons, small arms, wars, all
destroy peace and the church is insistent on the futility of violence as
any final solution.


 Care of God’s Creation
 The goods of the earth are gifts from God. We have a responsibility to
care for these goods as stewards and trustees, not as mere
consumers and users.

