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INTRODUCTION

This resource booklet has been prepared for the Primary Schools of the Archdiocese of Birmingham.  It is designed to help you to teach a variety of forms of prayer and provide all members of the school community with opportunities to enter into the Church’s spirituality of these Seasons.

The introductory pages provide a general background to the meaning of Advent and Christmastide. This is followed by some suggestions about preparing the school environment and the classroom for the Seasons of Advent and Christmastide.  There follows a series of assemblies for each week of the Season of Advent and an assembly for Christmastide. 
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The pack also provides a series of daily reflections based on the Scripture readings from the Lectionary for Advent and Christmastide. It is hoped that these could be used by teachers in the classroom as the foundation of a special act of prayer and worship. A suggestion is to set a time aside each day during Advent when the whole school community stops for a special period of prayer. This might be fifteen minuets before the end of the school day. The ringing of a special “Advent bell” might herald this time and remind teachers and children to stop their work and enter into a period of prayer and reflection. 
What is Advent and Christmastide all about?
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The term “Advent” is derived from the Latin “Adventus” which means “coming.” The Season of Advent is therefore concerned with preparing for the coming of Christ. The first half of the Season (until Dec 16th) focuses our attention on preparing for Jesus Christ to come again into our world. The Second half of the season (17th Dec until 24th Dec) is concerned with preparing to commemorate the first coming of Christ at Bethlehem. Intertwined in all of this is a realisation of preparing to welcome the presence of Christ into our lives each day. 
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We can often fail to remember that the first part of the Advent Season is about preparing for Christ to come again. The world around us is busy preparing for Christmas through its strong commercial focus. This can sometimes hide a central mystery of our faith: Christ will come again and we are called to be ready for this time whenever it may be. In the early Church, Christians were constantly waiting for Christ to come again and this was the foundation of their prayer and the way they lived their lives. The opening prayer of the first Mass of Advent asks us to “take Christ’s coming seriously.” It is important that in the life of the school community that we do not allow this meaning of Advent to be ignored. It should form an important basis of our prayer and worship during the Season. The daily prayer reflections will help you explain this to the children and lead them in prayer.
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In the second half of Advent the Church reflects on the lives of all those who waited for the first coming of Christ. Again, through our prayer and worship we are asked to reflect on these messages and the call for each of us to be ready spiritually to celebrate the birthday of our Saviour.

The Season of Christmastide is so often misunderstood by the world. The prayer of the Church reminds us that Christ came into the world as the “Word made Flesh” and to be our saviour. This challenges us to see the Season of Christmas as something more than a manger scene in Bethlehem. The birth of Jesus was truly the start of his work as our Saviour and Lord. In the world the Season of Christmas ends on Christmas day. The Church celebrates this Season all the way through to the Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord. In these feast we see Christ being revealed to the world. It would be good if we can help the children understand that Christmas is celebrated throughout this holiday and to bring the Season to a conclusion with a special liturgy at the start of the Spring Term.

CREATING THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMASTIDE

It is important as Catholic Primary Schools that our commitment to fostering the spiritual development of the children reveals itself in the environment we establish and the message that it gives to staff, children, parents, parishioners and all those who visit the school. 

Consider making a special focal point in the entrance area of the school. This might include a banner with statements about Advent and Christmastide such as “Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus.” “Prepare the Way for the Lord.” “Christ is here Emmanuel.”
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Make sure that Christmas does not take over the Season of Advent!  Use the purple liturgical colours of Advent for focal points for prayer, and displays. The crib should really only focus in the last part of our preparation for the Season of Christmastide.

Use an Advent Wreath during school assemblies and make this an important focus in the hall or the entrance area. Use the blessing of the Advent Wreath at the start of the Season of Advent.
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The Jesse Tree has also become another popular tradition for the Season of Advent. Jesus was born into the family of Joseph descended from the line of Jesse. This is an opportunity to think about all the characters who waited for the promised Messiah to come into the world. Card cut outs of the characters are hung upon the tree and at Christmas, the star and lights are added to symbolise the feast of Christmas.

Over a period of days during the second part of Advent you might begin to prepare the crib adding a different character to the manger scene each day. As near to Christmas as possible hold a blessing of the crib.

Most schools will be reopening at the end of the Christmas Season. This will be an opportunity to celebrate the presence of the wise men whose presence in the Christmas story reminds us that Christ came for all people. It would be good to bring the Christmas Season to a close with a special liturgy thanking God for the blessings of this time of prayer and celebration.
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JESUS CHRIST OUR UNIVERSAL KING
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Gathering Together

· Have a focus with an image of Jesus and a candle.

· As the candle is lit remind the children that Christ is with us and that he is the light of the world.

· Sing an appropriate song such as “Christ be our Light” or “Christ is our King.”
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Listening
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· Reflect with the children on names that you might give to different people because of who they are. For e.g. the head teacher who is kind, helpful, strict etc..)

· Ask the children to think about Jesus and what names and titles they might give him. Have big pieces of paper and pens and let the children lay them by the image of Jesus.

· Read the Gospel for the Solemnity of Christ the King. (Lk. 25:23-43)

· Reflect with the children about the image of Jesus portrayed in this reading. Is Jesus the sort of image of a king you would expect? What does it tell us about the sort of King Jesus Christ is?
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  Responding

· Make some prayers of intercession to God the Father for those who follow Christ today, for peace in the world, for the sick, for children and young people and those who have died.

· Conclude the prayers with the Our Father.
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 Mission

· If Jesus Christ is our King, then we have to try and follow him. What will you do today to show the Christ is Our King?

· End the assembly with an appropriate hymn.

FIRST WEEK IN ADVENT
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STAY AWAKE AND GET READY!

Gathering Together

· If this is the first liturgy of Advent have a prayer of blessing over the Advent Wreath as the first candle is lit.

· Remind the children of the meaning of the Advent Wreath.

· Sign of the Cross and Greeting.

· Sing: Awake, Awake,  or Come Lord Jesus Marranatha (CJM Music LTD)
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Listening
· Talk to the children about Advent and have an array of alarm clocks and mobile phones going off which you ignore. You might ask another member of staff to interrupt you, but you try and ignore them.

· Reflect with the children about what happened and about ignoring the alarms and the person who was trying to talk to you. Was it the right thing to do? Why was it wrong?

· Explore with the children that Advent is a time to wake up and to pay attention and not ignore things, because Jesus Christ is coming again.

· Read as the Gospel Lk.12: 35-38. Welcome the Gospel by singing “Open our eyes to see” (CJM Music LTD) or a setting of the “Alleluia.”
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 Responding
· Explore with the children that prayer is a special way in which we can get ourselves ready for Christ to come again. If we are praying then we are ready to make a home for Christ in our hearts.

· Explain to the children that during Advent our prayer time in school will be very special as we get ready not only for Jesus’ birthday, but for him to come again.

· Use prayers of Intercession that focus on us being ready for Christ to come again, praying for peace, the needs of the local community and the school and parish.

· Remind the children the Mary waited for Christ to come. Include some Marian prayers in this act of worship. Consider using alternatives to the “Hail Mary.”
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            Mission

· Children to think of different things they can do as a class to prepare for Christ to come again. Use this as an incentive to start a class display and to use their thoughts and reflections during class prayer time.
· End the liturgy with singing one of the Advent hymns again as the children depart.
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Second Week of Advent

Prepare the Way of the Lord

Gathering Together

· Children to assemble listening to music. Ask them to remain quiet and to think about preparing for Christ to come again.

· Begin the Liturgy with the lighting of the two candles on the Advent Wreath.

· As the candles are lit, remind the children that time has moved on and the coming of Christ is getting nearer.

· Sign of the Cross and greeting.

· Sing: “Awake, Awake” or “Come Lord Jesus Maranatha” (CJM Music LTD) or “Like a Sea Without a Shore.”
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Listening

· Talk to the children about preparations. Have a suitcase for things you need to prepare for a holiday. Have a collection of things that you need for a good day of school. Explore with the children why it is important to prepare for different things that we have to do.

· Read the Gospel of John the Baptist preparing a way for the Lord. Use Lk.3: 1-16. 

· Explore with the children the words of the people who spoke to John the Baptist. “What are we to do?”

· Think about differences in preparing for Christ to come and preparing for a holiday or special celebration. In preparing for Christ to come we are called to change.
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 Responding

· Have some statements on pieces of card that express some things we all might need to change as a preparation for Christ to come again. E.g. anger, being selfish, rude, lazy, greedy etc…

· Create some prayers of intercession asking God Our Father to forgive us and to help us change as we wait for Christ to come. The response to each prayer might be. “Help us to change as we wait for Christ to come.”

· Explain to the children that John the Baptist prayed. This was the way he prepared for Christ to come. Provide some moments of quiet prayer inviting everybody to open their minds and hearts to the presence of God. 

· Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer.
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 Mission

· Children to think of what they can do for their families as a commitment to preparing for Christ to come again.
· Remind the children to pray the “Walk With Me” prayer with their families at home. 
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Third Week of Advent

Rejoice! Christ is near.

Gathering Together

· Begin the liturgy with the lighting of the Advent Wreath and the rose coloured candle as a sign of joy that Christ’s coming is near. As the candles on the Advent Wreath are lit, sing together “Rejoice in the Lord Always and Again I Say Rejoice.”

· Sign of the Cross and Greeting.

· Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer.

· Sing: “Awake, Awake” or “Come Lord Jesus Maranatha” (CJM Music LTD) or “Like a sea Without a Shore.”
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Listening
· Talk to the children about waiting for something important to happen and the feelings that it invokes inside of you. Explain to the children that we have now come to the second part of Advent where we are preparing to celebrate the birthday of Jesus. In the days between now and Christmas we will think about the first coming of Jesus into the world and how we can use this time to prepare to celebrate his birthday.

· The Gospel reading should be the Annunciation (Lk.1: 26-38)

· Focus on the word “Rejoice.” Why was the angel wanting Mary to rejoice? What was so special about the angel’s greeting?

· In this last week of Advent we tell the story of what happened to Mary and Joseph before the birth of Jesus.   
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 Responding
· Sing the “Angel Gabriel” carol.

· We rejoice that today when we pray we are in the presence of Jesus in a special way. 

· Provide some moments of quiet prayer with music and invite the children to talk to Jesus about some of the people and the important things that are in their lives at this time.

· We ask Mary to help us remember that we can speak to Jesus her Son and to rejoice that he is near to us. Hail Mary…

[image: image26.png]


    
Mission

· Remember to make this last week of Advent a special time to pray, to show that you are ready to celebrate the birthday of Jesus.

Third Week of Advent (2)

Many People waited for the Christ to Come

Gathering Together

· Light the third candle on the Advent Wreath.

· Use the Jesse Tree as a symbol for this liturgy.

· Sing: “Awake, Awake” or “Come Lord Jesus Maranatha” (CJM Music LTD) or “Like a Sea Without a Shore.”


Listening

· Jesus was born into the human family of Mary and Joseph.

· Read a simple version of the genealogy of Jesus found in the beginning of the Gospel of St. Matthew.

· Explain to the children that many of these people had a special relationship with God and were looking for someone special who was to come.

· The Jesse Tree reminds us of all those people who waited for Christ to come again. Have the children hold up some symbols of the Jesse Tree as a reminder of those who belonged to the family of Jesus.

Responding

· Like all those people long ago who waited for Jesus to come, we now wait to celebrate his birthday. Jesus is our Lord and that his friendship with us is incredibly important. In our time of prayer today let us remember this.
· Special titles have been given to Jesus which we remember on these last days before Christmas.  They are called the “O Antiphons.” We use these as the basis of our prayer today. You might consider having children holding these titles up on cards as these prayers are said. Everybody could join in the response: “Come Lord Jesus we wait for you.”
· O Wisdom of God come and teach us your truth. Come Lord Jesus we wait for you.
· O Adonai you are Lord, save us by your power. Come Lord Jesus we wait for you.
· O Stock of Jesse, you who lead us. Come Lord Jesus we wait for you.
· O Key of David, open to us the love you have for the world. Come Lord Jesus we wait for you.
· O Rising Sun, set us free from darkness. Come Lord Jesus we wait for you.
· O King of the Nations, come and save us. Come Lord Jesus we wait for you.
· O Emmanuel, God with us. Come Lord Jesus we wait for you.

Mission

· Remember to spend sometime today in prayer asking that you will be ready to celebrate the birthday of Jesus.

· Conclude the liturgy with one of the Advent hymns. You might use “When is he coming the Redeemer.”
Liturgy for the end of term as near to Christmas as possible


Gathering Together

· Light the Advent Wreath and now light the fourth candle as we are as near as possible to the beginning of the last days of Advent.

· Sign of the Cross and greeting.

· Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer together.

· Sing: “Awake, Awake” or “Come Lord Jesus Maranatha” (CJM Music LTD)


Listening

· Recall with the school community that Advent has been a really special time. We have tried to prepare for Christ to come again and we are now preparing for his birthday.

· Read the Gospel of Mary and Joseph journeying to Bethlehem and the difficulty that they found in finding somewhere to stay.

· Invite the children to imagine the scene of Mary and Joseph going from place to place looking for somewhere to stay. What would it feel like to be rejected from one place to the next? What feelings would arise in the pregnant Mary and the anxious Joseph?

· Read the Gospel of the birth of Jesus and the shepherds hurrying to see the child.


 Responding
· In the days of Christmas we are asked to make a welcome for Jesus in our lives and not to forget that he is with us.  Like the shepherds we are asked to come and spend time with Jesus each day of our lives, so that he may walk with us and be with us in everything that we do.

· St. Francis of Assisi was the first person to build a manger scene to help people remember that Christ was with them and to encourage them to welcome him into their lives.

· Unveil the manger scene and use this prayer of blessing. God Our Father, from the beginning of time you have shown the world your love. In Jesus your Son, we have come to know the fullness of your love. Bless everybody who looks at this manger. May it remind us that Jesus is with us and help us remember to turn to him in prayer. For he is Lord for ever and ever. Amen.

· Add some prayers of intercession for the world, the sick, for our families and school community. 


`Mission

· Remind the children that Christmas does not end with Christmas Day. Remember to welcome Jesus each day in prayer and to use the “Walk With Me” prayer and calendar throughout the holiday.

A Liturgy for the Feast of the Epiphany

Gathering Together

· The first day of school we be for most of the children the Feast of the Baptism of Christ. It would be good to start this new term by remembering both the Epiphany that was celebrated on Sunday and the Baptism of the Lord.

· Begin with a hymn or carol from the Christmastide collection.

· Sign of the Cross and greeting.

· Pray together the “Walk With Me” prayer.

Listening
· Read the Gospel of the visit of the wise men to the child in Bethlehem.

· What was so special about their visit? What made them want to go and find this special child?

· Consider telling the children the Russian folk tale of Babushka who missed seeing the Christ child and spent the rest of her life looking for him.



 Responding
· When we pray we come to Christ like the wise men did so long ago.  How did they feel when they found the Christ child? Did it change their lives? 

· Reflect quietly about all the things you want to tell Jesus today. All that happened in the holiday that you are thankful for, all the things that were difficult, and all the things that you want to happen at the start of this new year.

· The wise men brought gifts to Christ which were a sign of who he is. We are all children of God and we have the gifts of our lives which we can offer to Jesus. Create some prayers about using our gifts at the start of this new term. 

· As Christmas comes to an end let us not forget to prepare for the second coming of Jesus and find time for him each day. Pray for people in prison, the sick, the lonely, the old and for families. Jesus always promised to be with those who needed him the most.

· Ask Mary, the Mother of Jesus to help us to remember to walk with Jesus her Son each day.


    Mission

· It was the light of the star that guided the wise men to find Christ. In many ways we are called to be the light for other people today so that they can find Jesus. What will you do to let your light shine so that others can find Christ?
Daily reflections during Advent for use in class based acts of worship and other school liturgies




Day 1 
· Most people at sometime or another have been afraid of the dark. Have you? Have you ever thought about the things that you can’t do in the dark? The dark stops us doing lots of things. Think back to the long summer days and evenings. It was light until late and we could do much more in the daylight. Now it is dark and we need more than the sunlight to help us in the darkness.

When we light our candle we remind that Christ is our light. It is he who can lead us and guide us. (Light candle.)

We have just begun the Season of Advent and in this time we remember that Christ is going to come again. This reminds us that we have to rely on Christ to be our light and our guide as we prepare for him to come again. Let us listen to today’s reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

“Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord

to the Temple of the God of Jacob that he may teach us his ways

so that we may walk in his paths.

O House of Jacob come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”

As we prepare for Jesus to come again let us remember that he has to be our light. Let us pray today that he may help us with everything we need to do if we are to follow him. Children to add their own prayers here.

Pray together the “Walk With Me” prayer.

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!

Day 2 

Since you started school you have got to know lots of new friends and some of these people you might know for the rest of your life. It is really important that we all have special people in our lives whom we know and who know us.
Jesus is our special friend who knows all about us and shows us what God is like. Listen to today’s Gospel reading.

“I bless you Father, for hiding these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children.”
During Advent we have a special opportunity to come to know more about Jesus our Lord by the time we spend in prayer and by what we do each day. If we make some special time for Jesus each day, we will be getting ready for him to come again. Spend a few quiet moments speaking to Jesus and asking him to be with you today.

Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer. 

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!

Day 3 
Light the candle at the start of prayer time and pray quietly for Christ to come again.

Meal times are special. We all need food to survive. At a meal we can share company with those whom we love. Meals can help us celebrate special events in our lives. Today’s reading from the Prophet Isaiah is about a meal.

“On this holy mountain the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples a banquet of rich food. On this mountain he will destroy death for ever. The Lord God will wipe the tears from every cheek.”

When we go to Mass we are in the presence of Jesus in such a special way. We celebrate what he did for us when he died and rose again and if we are old enough we are able to receive him in Holy Communion. Let us remember today that Mass is a special time for us to be with Jesus. As we prepare for him to come again, we might think about the chances we have got to go to Mass this Advent to be with Jesus in this special way. 

Sing “Bread of Life.” Children to add their own prayers. Pray the Our Father and the “Walk With Me” prayer. 




Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!





Day 4 

Today we remember Saint Nicholas. Perhaps you can find out something about this special saint. He was a man who loved God and showed his kindness to all those in need, especially children.

Have some sand and rock available and ask the children to notice the differences between sand and rock. Today’s Gospel is the Parable of the man who built his house on sand and the man who built his house on rock. Find this Parable in Matthew 7:24-27.

In these days of Advent we should rely on the words and the example of Jesus. This will help us do what is right and prepare us for him to come again. In this way we will be like the man who built his house on rock.

Sing “Awake, awake” or another Advent hymn. Pray for those in need today especially children.

Remember those who we find it difficult to get on with.

Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer.

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!
Day 5 
We can all remember times when we have been really waiting for something special or important to happen. Sometimes we even get a shock or a surprise when something happens that we are not expecting. In today’s reading from the Prophet Isaiah we hear about being ready for the coming of God.

“Strengthen all weary hands,

steady all trembling knees

and say to all faint hearts,

Courage! Do not be afraid!

Look your God is coming,

He is coming to save you!”

Ask the children to recall times when they got ready for a special event. What was the preparing time like? Imagine Jesus was going to walk through the door in a few moments time, what would you do to prepare? Today we are asked to think that Jesus is going to come again. What are we doing to make sure we are ready.

Pray together: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer.

Sing an Advent hymn such as “When is he coming the Redeemer?”

December 8th 

Today is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. On this day we remember that God kept Mary, the Mother of Jesus special and free from sin from the first moment of life in the womb of her mother.

Most of us have special people in our lives. Parents, teachers, grandparents and friends. Without them life would be difficult. Mary was to be the Mother of Jesus and so she needed to be special to fulfil this task.  

Read the Gospel of the Annunciation Lk.1: 26-38. 

Today we ask Mary to help us by praying for us. We want to make this Advent a very special time when we get ready for Christ to come again. We want to follow her example and say “yes” to what God wants us to do.

Sing or listen to the “Magnificat.” (CJM music version)

Pray the Hail Mary.

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!
Day 7 

If you have ever been lost, you will know that it is a frightening experience. Children to share their thoughts on being lost. It is good to be found and it is a relief to all those who were worried when they couldn’t find you. Today’s Parable of Jesus is about a shepherd who lost his sheep.

“Suppose a man has a hundred sheep and one of them strays; we he not leave the ninety nine on the hillside and go in search of the stray? If he finds it, it give him more joy than the ninety nine that did not stray at all.”

When we do not follow the words and actions of Jesus, when we sin and fail to love as Jesus has asked us to love, then we are like the lost sheep. During Advent we try to live more like Jesus so that we are ready for him to come again. Let us think for a few moments about what we have done that is wrong and sinful. Jesus is always ready to forgive us as to welcome us back into the fold.

We ask God to forgive us. Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.

Pray together the “Walk With Me” prayer.

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!

Day 8

Sometimes we all have problems and worries. We need people to turn to in times of our need. Who do turn to? Your mum or dad? Teacher? Older brother or sister? Listen to the words of Jesus from today’s Gospel.

“Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden light.”

When we are troubled and in need it is to Jesus that we should always turn. Let us spend some time thinking about what we need to tell him today.

Pray together the “Walk With Me” prayer. Give the children an opportunity to make their own prayers.

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!
Day 9
Do you have an older member of your family that you admire and look up to? John the Baptist was the cousin of Jesus and he was the one who told the people to prepare for Jesus to come. In today’s Gospel reading Jesus says that John the Baptist was a very great man. John told people how to live and prepare for Christ to come. 

Today in our prayer we ask God Our Father to help us “prepare a way” in our own lives for Jesus to come. Provide the children with a piece of paper to write down one thing that they think will help them get ready for Jesus to come. (This activity needs to be changed for younger children.) Place these around the prayer table and ask God to help us do the things we need to do to prepare for Jesus to come.

We pray together the Our Father

Sing one of the hymns that you have learnt for Advent.

Today is the Feast of St. Lucy. Can you find out anything special about her?

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!

Day 10
Sometimes it is really difficult to do what you are asked. How many times does the teacher say “listen everybody.” Sometimes we have to listen a lot and we get bored. Sometimes we don’t even try to listen. Jesus had problems sometimes getting people to listen to him, and sometimes they did not like some of the things that he did. 

Advent is a time for us to really try and listen to Jesus. When we pray we can let Jesus speak to us. We don’t have to do all the talking!

Play some quiet music and ask the children to be quiet and allow Jesus to speak in their hearts. (For the youngest children you might have some phrases that they can say asking Jesus to be with them and to hear them. Please give them a few moments when they can try and be quiet!)

Sing together a hymn about listening and waiting such as “Open our eyes to see” (CJM Music)

Children might write their own prayers during a period of silence and leave them quietly at the prayer focus.

Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer and sing together one of the Advent hymns to conclude the liturgy.

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!

Day 11 

In today’s gospel, some people are jealous of Jesus. Jesus can do many things they can not do and they try to argue with Jesus, they try to catch him out.

Often we are jealous of what others do. Instead we should be pleased for them and be pleased with our own achievements. In Advent we should also thank God for the good in our lives. Our mams, dads and family, our friends and everyone at school who helps us.

The children may write down, or simply tell of, someone who they think does something special (encourage answers that point towards ‘vocation’). And something that is special to them, something they hope to be able to do in the future. Simply to try their best at something special just for the remaining ‘Advent’ period.

Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer and sing together one of the Advent hymns, or thank you hymn, to conclude the liturgy.

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!

Day 12 


In preparing for Jesus’ coming, the readings today tell us that we should be truthful and honest in all we say, because that is a sign of being a friend to Jesus. 

Sometimes we let Jesus down but Jesus tells us we can always change, say sorry and do what is right. 

The children can spend a short time with their eyes closed, quietly saying sorry to Jesus for all the times they have not been truthful and honest when talking to people.

The children can say a short ‘sorry’ prayer.

Ask the children to think about the friends of Jesus being truthful and honest. (Perhaps names from the Old Testament could be encouraged to link in with tomorrows’ theme and start the Jesse Tree).

Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer and sing together one of the Advent hymns, or thank you hymn, to conclude the liturgy.

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!



Day 13
Today we start the second part of Advent when we prepare to celebrate the birthday of Jesus. Today we remember that Jesus was born into a human family just like ours. At this time of year people make Jesse Trees and hang symbols on them for the family of Jesus who had waited for God to send somebody special into the world.

During this week make a Jesse Tree for the classroom. In our prayers today we can thank God Our Father for sending Jesus into the world to all those who waited for him to come.

Pray for all those who do not know anything about Jesus. Pray for people who are poor and sick and all those who especially need God’s love at this time.
Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer. 

The “O Antiphon” for today is: “O Wisdom of Our God Most High come, guiding creation with power and love: teach us to walk in the paths of knowledge.”

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay.  

Day 14
Have you ever had a dream and when you wok up you thought it was true? Today we here about the dream that Joseph had.

“The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Joseph, Son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is within her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus.” When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord told him to do: 

he took his wife to his home.”

Play a game of Chinese Whispers with the children and reflect on the importance of messages. Angels are very important in the Christmas story because they bring important messages to those who need to hear them. Think what might have happened if Joseph had not got the angels message.

In these special days before Christmas we are asked to listen to God’s message for us. Jesus came so that we would know that God loved us and that we would always share in God’s life, even when this life on earth is over. We can also be messengers of God’s good news. Think about what you can do today to bring God’s good news to others.

Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer. Pray for all those who spread the good news of Jesus to other people today. Pray for your family.

The “O Antiphon” today is: “O Adonai and leader of Israel, you appeared to Moses in a burning bush and you gave him the law on Sinai. O come and save us with your mighty power.”

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!

Day 15
Have you ever been asked to do something that is really difficult? Have you ever been told something that you thought was impossible? In today’s Gospel reading something happened to Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist.

Read to the children the story of Zechariah in the temple. (Lk. 1: 5-25)

Zechariah found it really hard to believe that his wife was going to have a baby. Sometimes we can find it hard to do things that are difficult and to believe in important things. Today we can ask Jesus in our prayers to help us when we are struggling with difficult things. 

Pray quietly asking God to help us with the things that we find difficult to do.

Pray for your family.

Pray the “Walk With Me” prayer and the “Our Father.”

The “O Antiphon” today is: “O Stock of Jesse, you stand as a sign to the nations. O come to deliver us and do not delay.”

Come Lord Jesus. Do not delay!
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