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Called to Teach; Called through Play
A story time resource for early level.

The theme of Catholic Education Week 2023_24 is ‘Pilgrims of faith’. We use this time to celebrate Catholic education and to raise awareness of the vocation to teach. The Called to Teach; Called through Play resources can be used any time throughout the school year; but are of particular relevance when exploring the faith journey in early years. 

Curriculum organisers:
As I listen and talk in different situations, I am learning to take turns and am developing my awareness of when to talk and when to listen. LIT 0-02a / ENG 0-03a

I enjoy exploring events and characters in stories and other texts and I use what I learn to invent my own, sharing these with others in imaginative ways. LIT 0-09b / LIT 0-31a 

As I listen and take part in conversations and discussions, I discover new words and phrases which I use to help me express my ideas, thoughts and feelings. LIT 0-10a

Teacher notes:
Page 1		Use the graphics to prompt ‘see, think, wonder’.
Page 2 		Introduce the learners to their RE time with a prayer.
		Share the Introduction; emphasising the quote from Proverbs. 
Page 3		Explain that we use God’s Word to help us make good decisions; share the passage. 		Pause after each line to allow response time.
Page 4		Reinforce the word ‘Call/Called/to Call’. Use page 4 to address the class as a 			community, showing that we are all Called.
Page 5		Read from page 5. Consider asking;
· How do we take a journey? Car/plane/hot air balloon etc. 
· What do we like to do on a long journey? Play, draw, eat, chat et. 
· A long journey can sometimes be difficult; who helps us to feel better? An adult/friend/pet/favourite toy etc. 
Page 6		We learn from a special book that God said ‘I have called you by name: you are 			mine’ Isaiah 43:1

		Explain that as Catholics, we believe that we are made by God, and that God has 		given us all gifts and talents; things that make us special and unique. 
· What are some of our gifts and talents? Invite responses from the class.
		Share the verse from Isaiah, emphasising that this is the Word of God, and that 			Isaiah was chosen by God to share His news. 
Page 7		We are grateful for our gifts and talents; for our own, and for those of the people in 		the community. 

		We are all God's people.

		

		Let us thank God for the things He has given us.
		At this point, if you are using a printed version, you may choose to sing a song of 		thanksgiving together. 

		If you are using a digital version, use the link on the page to got to YouTube, 			encouraging the class to respond through sound and movement. 
		
		https://youtu.be/Ju38Sdc2cSg
Page 8		Read from page 8. We read from the bible “Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly 		with God.” Micah 6:8

		God chose special people to write His stories so that we could share them, and learn 		important lessons about who we are, and why He has given us gifts and talents.
Page 9 		Read from page 9. John is another of God's chosen writers, in his book it says: 'Dear 		children, do not let anyone lead you the wrong way.....to be like Christ a person 			must do what is right'. 1 John 3

		Explain to the class that Jesus is with us every day, to lead us on the right path. 			Help the class to answer:
· Where can we see Jesus in our world today? 
· Where does He want us to go?
· What does He want us to do?
Page 10		Read from page 10. Jesus is the Son of God; He came down from heaven to show us 		how to live a good life. 

		Simon, Andrew, James and John, were among Jesus' first friends; they would follow 		Him and listen to Him closely. 

		They became known as His 'disciples' because they done the same as Jesus; they 		prayed, and they helped people. 

		If we become disciples; we can find the path to God. We say our prayers in school, at 		home, and in church. 
· What else can we do to help people?
Page 11		God wants us to use our gifts and talents to help people. 
· What are some of the ways that we can share our gifts and talents to help others? Use the image on the page to prompt discussion around compassion and kindness.
Page 12		Read from page 12. Use this time to share your testimony, referring to your ‘faith 		journey’:
· What did you want to be when you were little?
· What made you become a teacher?
· What do you believe is most important about being a teacher in a Catholic school?



· As a catholic teacher, what do you wish for your young people?
Page 13		Close the lesson by inviting the learners to share their sentences:
· ‘I believe that God has called me to………..’
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