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School Materials
      

	NOTE: While these ideas and resources have been compiled for Catholic Education Week 2023, many of them could be used throughout the school year. Activities can be adapted to meet the context of your school.

	Characteristic from the Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Our school provides: a commitment to the search for wisdom in life and to the pursuit of excellence, through the development of each person’s unique God-given talents.

	Points for reflection
	Outline

	Methodology
	Resources

	How do we encourage pupils to honour the Saints as men and women who have led lives of holiness?





















	Earl/First Level
Children are introduced to the Catholic understanding of saints and how they continue to influence our lives as models of holiness
	Using the power point, introduce the pupils to the Catholic understanding of saints 
(view embedded video in PowerPoint )
Discussions around the common attributes of saints
Discussions on the examples of saints and how they could be preserved as role models in our journey to draw closer to God
Identify ways we can be followers of Jesus in our daily lives and display our ideas for others to see
Through research (ICT/ literacy opportunities), find out about either the school patron saint or one of the patron saints of Scotland. Share the learning via wall display, leaflet, poster, class big book etc) 

Through class discussion, explain to pupils that saints can take our special intentions to God on our behalf (i.e. we do not pray TO the saints, we ask them to pray FOR us)
	
#CEW 2023 Early_First powerpoint
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#footprints outline sheet


	Characteristic from the Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Our school shows: a commitment to uphold the moral teaching, faith tradition and sacramental life of the Catholic Church

	Are our pupils able to participate regularly in opportunities for prayer?

How successfully do we support teachers in learning how to structure opportunities for prayer?
	Children learn and sing
Song about yearning to be a saint



Children 
	Using the animated video, the children learn ‘When the saints go marching in’ It is useful to discuss the words and what this means for those on earth.
Encourage the children to create their own actions/movements to accompany the song.
During the time of prayer, create a prayerful atmosphere but seating the children around the class sacred space. Use a lit candle/battery candle and if possible include pictures/icons/statues of saints.
Encourage good participation and reverence from the children during prayer time.
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	“What makes the Catholic school distinctive is its attempt to generate a community climate that is permeated by the Gospel spirit of freedom and love”
Declaration on Christian Education (Gravissimum Educationis), 1965
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