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“Pilgrims of hope”

School Materials  Early Level Primary 1
      

	NOTE: While these ideas and resources have been compiled for Catholic Education Week 2024, many of them could be used throughout the school year. Activities can be adapted to meet the context of your school.

	Characteristic from the Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Our school provides: a commitment to the search for wisdom in life and to the pursuit of excellence, through the development of each person’s unique God-given talents.

	Points for reflection
	Outline

	Methodology
	Resources

	How do we encourage the children to learn about the Jubliee year and how each of us can be a ‘Pilgrim of Hope’?





















	Early Level
The children are introduced to the Catholic understanding of a ‘Jubilee Year’
	Explain to the children that Pope Francis is a the leader of the Catholic Church and every 25 years, he identifies the year as being a ‘Jubilee Year’
Explain that 2025 is a ‘Jubliee Year’ and is called ‘Pilgrims of Faith’
Explain that a pilgrim wants to be closer to God, to find out more about him and to love him more
Discuss the imagery behind the Jubliee Year logo
Use analogy of ‘Follow my Leader’ game to demonstrate how travelling alongside others helps us to avoid wandering off from the path to be closer to God.
Play a game of ‘Follow my Leader’ and discuss the analogy
	#CEW 2023 Early_powerpoint

#slide 3 (see teacher’s notes on slide)






~resource sheet 1

	Characteristic from the Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Our school shows: a commitment to uphold the moral teaching, faith tradition and sacramental life of the Catholic Church

	How can we help the children understand the concept of a ‘Holy Door’ and how do we help them to realise that all are welcome?
	The Children are introduced to the Concept of a ‘Holy Door’ during a Jubilee Year and how we are all welcome to come closer to God.
	Explain to the children about the Holy Door in St Peter’s Basilica which is opened at the start of a Jubilee Year
Explain why people want to walk through this door (and others in churches throughout the world)
Follow the instructions to help the children create their own craft ‘Holy Door’
Help Children to list ways we can become closer to God (pray, sing hymns, listen to stories about God/from scripture, go to Mass, tell others about God etc.)
Encourage children to appreciate that we are all invited to be close to God
Learn song ‘Welcome to God’s house’

Lead children in a short prayer service to thank God for drawing us closer to Him
	#Slide 5





#resources sheet 2
[bookmark: _GoBack](instructions in pictorial form in teacher’s notes on slide 5)









#slide 6 ( youtube link in slide- click to begin
               https://youtu.be/4r790BRyyNI )

#slide 7 (prayer service with song as above)

	

	“What makes the Catholic school distinctive is its attempt to generate a community climate that is permeated by the Gospel spirit of freedom and love”
Declaration on Christian Education (Gravissimum Educationis), 1965
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