
	Catholic Education Week 2024[image: ] 
“Pilgrims of Hope”

School Materials
      

	NOTE: While these ideas and resources have been compiled for Catholic Education Week 2024, many of them could be used throughout the school year. Activities can be adapted to meet the context of your school.

	Characteristic from the Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Our school provides: a commitment to the search for wisdom in life and to the pursuit of excellence, through the development of each person’s unique God-given talents.

	Points for reflection
	Outline

	Methodology
	Resources

	Do children understand the significance of a Jubilee Year and what the year ahead can mean for them?

Can children remember or be reminded of the difficult times faced during the recent pandemic and how we now have a chance to look positively towards our future, embracing all aspects of creation that God has given us and strengthening our relationship with God, others and our common home. 
	~Reflect/share examples of ‘footprint activity’ and what was heard during assembly. 
~ Watch Jubilee video/read Pope Francis’ letter
~ Respond to the letter

	~ Reflect on the Footprint activity following our school assembly. Children can share how they plan to strengthen their relationship with God, one another and the environment. If this is displayed in class or as a whole school display, children can visit and read some of the ways their peers plan to engage with their faith in a manner of hope during the year ahead. 
~ Discuss the Jubilee Year and what the children know already (may have information from assembly) and then share the short video. 
~Explain that Pope Francis has written a letter to people all over the world, telling them about his ‘hopes’ for the year ahead and how we can prepare and live through this Jubilee Year as Pilgrims of Hope. Teacher may read the letter or simply share the key messages which may be more age appropriate. Take each message and explain/discuss it. Depending on the age of the children, one message could be given to each group and the children could discuss it in their groups and then share their thoughts with the class. 
~Identify examples of how we can respond to the Pope’s suggestions. 
~ The children will then prepare a response to Pope Francis’ letter. This could be in the form of a letter of reply, a poster showing their responses to his suggestions, or a drawing. The children may work individually or in groups. As the class teacher, you can choose whether the children respond to all messages taken from the Pope’s letter or to one/two. Furthermore, if working in groups, each group could create a response, and they could be collated a class response to the letter. 
~ Share responses and reflect/discuss. 
	· Whole School CEW 2024 PowerPoint presentation
· Completed ‘footprint’ activity to share


· Jubilee Video: https://youtu.be/FBi5SCO2J88?list=PLKM6wyWJKrxdmZo5EPxDc1VbW4MOqzljm 
· Letter from Pope Francis (iubilaeum2025.va) (also attached as pdf)
· Document - Significant messages from Pope Francis 




· Writing/drawing materials 

	Characteristic from the Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Our school shows: a commitment to uphold the moral teaching, faith tradition and sacramental life of the Catholic Church

	Are pupils able to participate regularly in opportunities for prayer?

	~ Prayer time























~Teach Jubilee Prayer:




~Teach Jubilee Hymn: The Jubilee, which in itself is expressed as an event of people on pilgrimage to the Holy Door, also uses song as one of the ways of expressing its motto, “Pilgrims of Hope”. 
	Throughout Catholic Education Week and beyond, children can respond to Pope Francis’ request that we unite in prayer as a sign of our unified hope. Teacher could create a special prayer space in the classroom which children can help with. In this place, a candle should be placed and lit when praying. The suggestions for what to pray for can be used as follows:
· To listen to God’s call and show our love for Him by doing as He asks. 
· To be thankful for all that God has given to us, especially our common home which we promise to care for, respect and take responsibility of. 
· To pray for peace in our world and that we may all live as God’s children together.
· Reflect on our words and actions, even when we are living busy lives and be able to seek forgiveness, asking for help to make better choices. 
· Using the Our Father, the words Jesus taught us. 
The Jubilee prayer may also be used. This could be given on a prayer card and children could refer to it at their desks. It may also be shared with parents/carers to pray at home. 

Class teacher can teach the Hymn for the Jubilee and children can sing along using the words provided on the website. 
	· Scared space within the classroom, appropriately resourced with a candle, crucifix and statue/picture of Our Lady. 





















· Prayer (iubilaeum2025.va)




· Hymn for the 2025 Jubilee (iubilaeum2025.va)

	

	“What makes the Catholic school distinctive is its attempt to generate a community climate that is permeated by the Gospel spirit of freedom and love”
Declaration on Christian Education (Gravissimum Educationis), 1965
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