[image: iubilaeum2025] Significant messages from Pope Francis’ letter

· We must fan the flame of hope that has been given us and help everyone to gain new strength and certainty by looking to the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and far-sighted vision.
Following the difficult times during the pandemic when schools, churches and many other places were closed and we could not see our friends and families, we must now remember that God is with us, and we can trusty Him to protect us as we look towards our future which is positive and bright. 

· This will indeed be the case if we are capable of recovering a sense of universal fraternity and refuse to turn a blind eye to the tragedy of rampant poverty that prevents millions of men, women, young people and children from living in a manner worthy of our human dignity. Here I think, in particular, of the many refugees forced to abandon their native lands. May the voices of the poor be heard throughout this time of preparation for the Jubilee, which is meant to restore access to the fruits of the earth to everyone.
We should try to make sure that we do not look upon anyone as different from ourselves. We are all children of God, and we must treat one another with respect regardless of our differences. In particular, Pope Francis would like us to turn towards those in need and try to help them, especially those living in poverty and refugees.  

· …Should also embrace these fundamental aspects of our life in society as part of a coherent whole. In the realization that all of us are pilgrims on this earth, which the Lord has charged us to till and keep (cf. Gen 2:15), may we never fail, in the course of our sojourn, to contemplate the beauty of creation and care for our common home. It is my hope that the coming Jubilee Year will be celebrated and experienced with this intention too. Growing numbers of men and women, including many young people and children, have come to realize that care for creation is an essential expression of our faith in God and our obedience to his will.
Let us try to look after the earth that God has given to us and trusted us with. We must think about all the ways that we can improve how we use it’s resources (water, energy, plants, animals) and try to take care of it as our common home. 

· To you, dear Brother, I entrust responsibility for finding suitable ways for the Holy Year to be planned and celebrated with deep faith, lively hope and active charity.
How can we plan for the Jubilee Year to make sure we make changes in our lives by caring for our common home, respecting one another and looking after those in need? Consider the three phrases – deep faith, lively hope and active charity.  
· I would greatly desire that we devote 2024, the year preceding the Jubilee event, to a great “symphony” of prayer.  Prayer, above all else, to renew our desire to be in the presence of the Lord, to listen to him and to adore him. Prayer, moreover, to thank God for the many gifts of his love for us and to praise his work in creation, which summons everyone to respect it and to take concrete and responsible steps to protect it. Prayer as the expression of a single “heart and soul” (cf. Acts 4:32), which then translates into solidarity and the sharing of our daily bread. Prayer that makes it possible for every man and woman in this world to turn to the one God and to reveal to him what lies hidden in the depths of their heart. Prayer as the royal road to holiness, which enables us to be contemplative even in the midst of activity. In a word, may it be an intense year of prayer in which hearts are opened to receive the outpouring of God’s grace and to make the “Our Father,” the prayer Jesus taught us, the life programme of each of his disciples
As we prepare for the Jubilee and even during the special year, let us use prayer to help, guide and support of pilgrimage. We can pray for 
	~ To listen to and love God
~ to be thankful for all that God has given to us, especially our common        home which we promise to care for, respect and take responsibility of
~ For peace in our world and that we may all live as God’s children together
~ that we can reflect on our words and actions, even when we are living busy lives
~ using the Our Father, the words Jesus taught us. 
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