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	 RERC   
This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	S4
	Suggested Theme: 
Pilgrims of Hope
	Suggested Timescale: 
2 weeks

	
	Dates:

	
CEW Nov 16 – Nov 30

	
	Teacher:
	
	Class:
	



	TIOF Senior Phase Core Learning 

	RERC
	I can describe how the Holy Spirit unites the Church to the life and mission of Christ and how the gift of communion can bear fruit in the world through the Church.
· I have reflected upon the meaning of Christian spirituality as openness to life in the Holy Spirit, which invites a life of faith, hope and charity.
· I can define virtues and identify ways in which virtues have impacted my own life.
· Through participating in faith-inspired actions, I have put my learning on Catholic Social Teaching into action.




	Planning Outline (including what pupils could write /say/make/do as a result of learning):

	Note
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	This lesson plan has been designed with 50-minute lessons in mind; please tailor to suit the context of your school I.e., ignore starter activities mid-lesson.

The focus for this series of lessons is Pilgrims of Hope, in celebration of the 2025 Jubilee year. Learners should be invited to reflect on previous CEW learning; 2023 Pilgrims of Faith. Where possible, the presentation should be circulated to the class’s digital platform.

Jubilee is a special year of grace, in which the Catholic Church offers the faithful the possibility of asking for a plenary indulgence, that is, the remission of sins for themselves or for deceased relatives.

A Jubilee usually lasts a year and a few days: it begins just before the Christian Christmas and ends the Epiphany of the following year.

Lesson 1/2 Faith, Hope and Charity

Encourage learners to enter the room quietly; taking a moment to reflect on the words on the screen whilst they prepare themselves for the lesson.

It is important that the young people understand the direction of their learning and so should be encouraged to listen and respond to the information shared without copying from the board. The LI will be reinforced throughout learning and teaching and does not need to be written. 

Welcome the class and share the learning intentions for the next two weeks.

Expectations should be clear at the outset to support a sustainable learning experience.

Explain that learners will benefit from a mixture of teacher led, and pupil led experiences where they will apply self-directed study as well as collaborative approaches.

It is important that young people understand why they are receiving a religious education; in order to sustain respect for different beliefs and cultures, as well as to promote engagement with faith development. It is useful to use a reference point when balancing charity and ideology. 

The principles of Catholic Social Teaching should be revisited by means of a recap before continuing to slide 4 to examine scripture.

Explain to the class that the Catholic faith is rooted in Dei Verbum, The Word of God. This is a document released by the Vatican to help us better understand where our core beliefs come from e.g., divine revelation, the bible, and the role of scripture in the Church. 

Invite the class, individually or in groups, to locate each verse in turn from their bible and feedback what we learn about faith, hope and charity from scripture. 

For each verse, pause, and reflect on Dei verbum, recognising the role of the holy spirit in inspiring the scripture and guiding their interpretation. For example:

Hebrews 11:1 Faith in Action ‘Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.’

Key questions:
What is the literal sense of the text?
Having faith in something means being confident in the outcome, e.g., as a sports fan you may be confident that your team will win because you have seen their gifts and talents on the field, and because you are loyal. Therefore, you have faith in them.

What is the spiritual sense of the text?
Being ‘spiritual’ means having a belief in a ‘higher power’ i.e., believing, or having faith, that there is ‘something’ capable of guiding and directing your decisions in life. For this to happen, we need to learn to let go of our ego, and our desire to control all outcomes. We give the control instead to ‘what we do not see’, to God through the Holy Spirit. 

What is the unity of the whole scripture?
This passage is taken from the New Testament, where we learn about the life of Jesus, His death and Resurrection. We believe that Jesus died for our sins meaning he opened the gates of heaven. In the Old Testament however we learn that God created man in the image of himself, and that all life thereafter was created through him. We therefore understand that life begins at conception, and ends at natural death. God is with us in the beginning, the end, and beyond. Although we have not seen heaven, we have faith and belief that our spiritual works on earth are taking us there. 

What is the living tradition of the Church?
The Church teaches that, as God is omnipresent, all seeing, that we must live by the Gospel Values; to do good, always. ‘This is what the ancients were commended for’ guides us to reflect on stories such as Noah saving the animals from the floods, or Abraham guiding his people through the desert.

Explain the two different types of virtue, and the definitions for all 7, use questioning throughout to reinforce KU. Explain to learners that they need to have a solid understanding of each virtue to be able to complete the task. 

Activity Instructions

Introduce the learning activity; this can be done in groups/pairs/individually. 

Learnings should be able to apply their learning from slides 5-7. Instructions:

Familiarise yourself with the roadmap on page 1, note the names of the 7 virtues are around the outer side of each block. Note also that the roundabouts are numbered 1-7.

Read the definitions on page 2 and match these to the correct name on page 1 by adding the corresponding number to the block. 

Check that you have matched the name and definition correctly using your notes from slides 5-7. 

Take a moment to reflect on the theme of the Jubilee Year; Pilgrims of Hope. Consider how you will use each virtue in the coming year and add notes to each block under ‘Helps us on our earthly pilgrimage by:’

Support religious dialogue by supporting learners to showcase their learning either on a wall display, or by presenting to their peers. 

Lesson 3/4 Faith in Action

Encourage learners to enter the room quietly; prepare themselves for the lesson and watch the prayer slideshow.

It may help to have a class copy of the Nicene creed to hand to draw parallels with scripture and tradition.

Invite learners to think of their own definition for each heading before revealing the answers on slide 12. Take each area of CST in turn and check understanding of key concepts i.e., ‘Option for the poor’.

Learners should work individually or in groups to complete this activity using a PC/device. Invite learners to share their findings via whole class feedback.

Introduce the four faith-inspired actions on this slide. Explain that each group should select one heading and prepare a plan of action for this for the Jubilee year. Groups should prepare an infographic to display their plan.

Learners should use these slides to support planning. If timer permits, learners may wish to register via the jubilee platform to support their journey in the year ahead.

Spend a few moments in quiet prayer before the end of the lesson, to reflect on our time together.


	Resources:

	Lesson 1/2












Lesson 3/4







	Faith, Hope and Charity

Sacred space including class Bible.

PC and Projector for presentation.

S4 CEW Presentation

Class bibles. 

Virtues roadmap activity (A3) included with the resource pack for this series of lessons.

Videoclip: https://youtu.be/MTVNK4g9npo?feature=shared

Faith in Action

Sacred space including class Bible.

PC and Projector for presentation.

S4 CEW Presentation

Further resources: 
www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 
www.sciaf.org.uk/resources/185-catholic-social-teaching-resources



	Evaluation of Learning & Teaching:
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