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As part of the activities during Catholic Education Week within parishes, school communities and cluster groups, there is a unique opportunity to introduce and engage parents to This Is Our Faith, our national syllabus for Religious Education.   By inviting them to participate in an evening dedicated to This Is Our Faith, parents can be offered the chance to become familiar with This Is Our Faith and to have time to consider, reflect upon and discuss how they might contribute to the faith development of their children.
Below you will find ideas and suggestions for format, content and timings of such an event.
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Format and timing suggestions:
Welcome and Opening Prayer		5 minutes
“This Is Our Faith” video			8 minutes  (https://vimeo.com/116424886)
Initial discussion – reactions buzz		10 minutes
Group activities and discussion		30 minutes
Plenary discussion			25 minutes
Planning of next steps			10 minutes
Closing prayer				2 minutes			90 minutes

	Parent’s Event to launch This Is Our Faith
Content suggestions

	1 Opening Prayer 
	
	5mins.

	Opening Hymn Suggestions: Christ be our Light, Be thou my vision, City of God or any other appropriate hymn.

Opening Prayer
Chaplain / Priest: Let us pray.
Gracious God, source of all truth and wisdom and light, 
we gather in your name to celebrate our role as educators of our children in our Catholic faith. We have responded to your call to be parents and teachers, 
to lead so that others may follow Jesus the Lord.
Give us wisdom to speak your word and to show your way
to all involved in our Catholic school community. 
Give us patience to recall that what we do is truly your own work. 
Give us enthusiasm to continue this mission with creativity and constancy. 
We pray this as we pray all things, in the name of Jesus, who is Lord forever.
All: Amen.

Reader:
A reading from Saint Paul's second letter to Timothy (1: 13-14; 2: 1-2)

Hold to the standard of sound teaching you have received in the faith and love that are in Jesus Christ. Guard the treasure of knowledge which has been entrusted to you with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives within us. Be strong, then, in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from many witnesses entrust and teach to faithful people. Then they will be able to teach others.
The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm:

Reader Those who teach the Lord's ways will shine as lights for the world.
All: Those who teach the Lord's ways will shine as lights for the world.

Reader Trust God and do good, live peaceably in the land.
Delight in the Lord, for God will satisfy the longings of your heart.
All: Those who teach the Lord's ways will shine as lights for the world.

Reader Therefore, give your life to the Lord.  Trust that God will act on your behalf, making your integrity shine and your justice brilliant as noon.
All: Those who teach the Lord's ways will shine as lights for the world.

Reader The holy ones have wisdom on their tongues and justice on their lips.
With God's teaching in their hearts, they will never falter.
All: Those who teach the Lord's ways will shine as lights for the world.
Gospel:

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke		10:1-9
The harvest is rich but the labourers are few

The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead of him in pairs, to all the towns and places he himself was to visit.  He said to them, ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his harvest.  Start off now, but remember, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.  Carry no purse, no haversack, no sandals.  Salute no one on the road.  Whatever house you go into, let your first words be, “Peace to this house!”  And if a man of peace lives there, your peace will go and rest on him; if not, it will come back to you.  Stay in the same house, taking what food and drink they have to offer, for the labourer deserves his wages; do not move from house to house.  Whenever you go into a town where they make you welcome, eat what is set before you.  Cure those in it who are sick and say, “The kingdom of God is very near to you.”’
The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

	2 TIOF DVD
	Introduce TIOF
	8 mins

	a. Introduction by HT or Chair of Parent Council to the meeting and to This Is Our Faith
b. Play DVD 


	

	

	
	
	

	3 Reactions buzz
	Share a sense of current familiarity with TIOF
	10 mins

	Buzz question suggestions:

· Have you seen / heard of the document? If so, what are your first impressions?

· Why do you think it is important to have guidelines for the teaching of R.E.?

· This is a document for Primary one through to Secondary three.  How will this be of benefit to children, teachers, priests and parents?

· What do you think are the key messages / experiences that children should have within R.E.?

· Who do you think should play a part in teaching R.E. to children?









	4 Group session
	Activities / discussion points:
a) review examples of classroom learning 
b) consider core learning at various stages c) discuss how parents might support this
	30 mins

	Activity A:
Look at the examples of classroom lessons and pupil learning experiences.  

In your groups talk about your impression of these lessons, for example: Do you think they are relevant, challenging, interesting, important, enjoyable for children?

Activity B:
Read over the core learning connected to this lesson.

In your groups discuss the content of this core learning, for example:  Do you think it is age appropriate. Can you see the ways in which the teacher has planned to deliver it?  How can this learning be extended to home and parish life? Is there content that you would be interested in as a parent?

Activity C:
Use the following questions to stimulate discussion of how parents might support learning
Ask parents to note down their comments on post-it notes, or prepare a carousel activity where each group will rotate round the room, writing their comments of large sheets of paper. This approach will allow groups to read, consider and discuss the comments of other groups.

1. How can you as parents help your children and support the work of the school as pupils are learning about the example above?  

2. In what ways can parents, as the first educators of their children in the ways of faith, support the learning and teaching of faith in the Catholic school?

3. What support , advice and encouragement do you think parents would like in order to be able to contribute to the delivery of This is Our Faith?  (Whether from school, parish, or diocese/nationally)


	5 Plenary Discussion
	Take feedback on group session
	15 mins

	
	
Consider potential for faith learning at home
	10 mins

	Feedback :
During the feedback session invite each group of parents to give a general response to activity A & B and to share their thoughts on question one or two question from Activity C.  Other groups can then add to or expand upon what another group has said.  

Potential for Faith Learning at home:
Use question 3 of Activity 3 to stimulate discussion on faith learning at home and to think about what next steps parents would like to develop.


	
	
	

	6 Next Steps
	
Consider opportunities for parents to learn more
	10 mins

	
	Issue handout on TIOF

	

	
	
	
	

	

7 Closing prayer

	
	

2 mins
	

	Catholic Education Week Prayer
ALL:
Father of all, 
in your love for us, 
help us to develop our own talents
so that we may become like Jesus 
and lead lives of goodness. 
Bless all learners
and all teachers.
Help us, through our learning, 
to believe in you 
and to celebrate the life of your Church.
Help us to grow in holiness
as we grow in friendship with you
and try to become saints.
We make this prayer 
in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen
Priest / Chaplain: 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom: Enlighten by your Holy Spirit those who teach and those who learn so that, rejoicing in the knowledge of your truth, they may worship you and serve you from generation to generation. Amen
Creator, you are the source of all life, all truth, and all beauty.  Bless those gathered here with faith, for wisdom of self is rooted in faith and educated in mind. Amen
Bless them with love and a calling to be compassionate in heart to all those they encounter along the path. Amen
Bless them with the commitment to justice grown from truth and the courage to respond to an ever-changing world. Amen
Bless them with peace, as they witness the unfolding souls of those children, teachers and fellow parents that they accompany along their way. Amen
May your power transform us into communities of praise, communicating the constancy of your faith by professing, celebrating, praying and living according to your will.  Amen
Give your blessing and guidance to all who teach in your Church, so that by word and example they may lead those whom they teach to the knowledge and love of you. Amen
May Almighty God bless you and keep you close to him.  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
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