CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 

Sunday 31st January to Saturday 6th February 2016

Inserts for Parish Bulletin

Education Sunday – advance notice

Next Sunday is Education Sunday, marking the start of a week when we celebrate the importance of educating children and young people in faith.

Education Sunday – theme for 2016
During Catholic Education Week we reflect how we are “Learning to be Merciful”. This learning takes place in homes as well as schools, in workplaces as well as churches.  We must all be “witnesses to mercy”.
Education Sunday – appeal for teachers

Please take seriously today’s appeal for more Catholic teachers to work in Catholic schools to ensure that our children receive formation in faith.
OR
Please take seriously today’s appeal for more young Catholics to become teachers.

Excerpts from Misericordiae Vultus

Bull of Indiction for the Extraordianry Jubilee Year of Mercy
(paragraph numbers marked #)

With our eyes fixed on Jesus and his merciful gaze, we experience the love of the Most Holy Trinity. The mission Jesus received from the Father was that of revealing the mystery of divine love in its fullness. “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8,16), John affirms for the first and only time in all of Holy Scripture. This love has now been made visible and tangible in Jesus’ entire life. His person is nothing but love, a love given gratuitously. The relationships he forms with the people who approach him manifest something entirely unique and unrepeatable. The signs he works, especially in favour of sinners, the poor, the marginalized, the sick, and the suffering, are all meant to teach mercy. Everything in him speaks of mercy. Nothing in him is devoid of compassion. #8
The mercy of God is his loving concern for each one of us. He feels responsible; that is, he desires our wellbeing and he wants to see us happy, full of joy, and peaceful. This is the path which the merciful love of Christians must also travel. As the Father loves, so do his children. Just as he is merciful, so we are called to be merciful to each other. #9

The Church’s first truth is the love of Christ. The Church makes herself a servant of this love and mediates it to all people: a love that forgives and expresses itself in the gift of oneself. Consequently, wherever the Church is present, the mercy of the Father must be evident. In our parishes, communities, associations and movements, in a word, wherever there are Christians, everyone should find an oasis of mercy. #12

