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SCOTTISH CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERVICE

Suggested Insertion for School Handbooks

on Catholic Education Week
The Catholic Church in Scotland encourages schools, parishes and other agencies to work closely together in order to celebrate the successes of Catholic education particularly during one week each year.  The purpose of Catholic Education Week is to highlight the significance of education, not only for young people but for society as a whole.  Students, parents, teachers and others are asked to reflect on their own roles in the education process – at home, in school, in the local parish and in other educational settings.
Using the materials provided by SCES, our school community works with parents and our associated parishes to celebrate the added value which Catholic schools bring across Scotland.  Events, liturgical celebrations, classroom lessons and school activities are planned in our school and parishes throughout this week. Please see our Catholic Education Week page on our website for details of ways that you can celebrate with us this year. (Delete if necessary)
In the past years, our school has explored themes such as:

· “Grow in holiness, become saints of the 21st Century”

· “This is our Faith”

· “Opening hearts and minds to God”

· “Shining the Light of faith”

In 2016 the theme “Learning to be Merciful” links the celebration of the Church’s Jubilee Year of Mercy to the mission of Catholic schools in Scotland.

Here are some of the things that our pupils have said about Catholic Education Week:
Add sound-bites here from Pupil Voice activity about the impact of Catholic Education Week.

Catholic Education Week Prayer

Father of all,

in your love for us,

help us to develop our own talents

so that we may become like Jesus

and lead lives of goodness.

Bless all learners

and all teachers.

Help us, through our learning,

to believe in you

and to celebrate the life of your Church.

Help us to grow in holiness

as we grow in friendship with you

and try to become saints.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, our Lord. 
Amen
