Catholic Education Week

16th to 30th November 2022
“Communion Participation Mission.”
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Thoughts for the Day
Monday

The theme of Catholic Education Week this year is: “Communion, Participation, Mission and is based directly on the theme of Pope Francis call to be a synodal Church.  Throughout this week we are asked to consider the encouragement given to us by the Holy Father to live our faith in public, and to learn about the mission which Jesus has for each of us “to make disciples of all nations.”  Today we pray that we will continue to be inspired by the words of the Pope to journey towards holiness throughout our lives.
Tuesday

 10 years ago, Pope Benedict visited Scotland.  We recall his encouragement to the young people of Scotland to “lead lives worthy of the Lord”.  He reminded us of the many temptations which can distract us from recognising our own dignity as children of God and from knowing the love that Jesus has for each of us personally.  Today we pray that we will search for Jesus, that we will come to know him, to love and serve him so that we can be happy with him forever.
Wednesday

In 2018, Pope Francis spoke to young people and said “A church that does not listen...cannot be credible, especially for the young who will inevitably turn away rather than approach.” During this week, let us think about how we can participate more fully in the Church and in what ways we would like to be listened to.
Thursday
Pope Francis explained how to build communion with others saying “If you say something I do not like, I have to listen even more, because everyone has the right to be heard, just as everyone has the right to speak.” Let us think about the times we have dismissed the words of others and how we can listen better to those we disagree with so as to build unity in our world.
Friday

10 years ago Pope Benedict left us with a powerful reminder of the importance of our faith as the driving force behind every activity in our school.  He encouraged us to celebrate our faith and to give public witness to it in our everyday lives.  He also encouraged us to spend time with Jesus in prayer and in moments of silence “because it is in silence that we find God and discover our true self”.  Today we pray for the courage to give public witness to our faith so that others may see the power of the Gospel.  And we make time today for a moment of silence, to be still with Jesus and to hear his voice.
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