
Mentor
When a young person or career-changer is interested in a career as a Catholic Primary Teacher, the support of a Catholic head teacher can be invaluable. Supporting a potential Catholic teacher at the very start of their career journey can be very rewarding and can help ensure our Catholic schools continue to have dedicated staff who committed to sharing their faith with our pupils. This support need not be time consuming but you may wish to consider some of the following points:
1. Invite the potential student to visit your school for a tour of the school and a short informal chat
1. Create opportunities for young people/potential students to gain some classroom experience (obviously out with restrictions).
1. Offer a mentor from your staff (or be that mentor yourself) to support the application process. 
1. Help with the initial application to university, perhaps helping to re-draft or proof reading
1. Give some pointers about what could be included in the response to the prepared ‘Catholic question’ if they are offered an interview
1. Help with interview techniques, perhaps having a mock interview
1. Open a line of communication such as sharing email addresses so that you can check in with the potential student and they can ask questions
1. Ensure that they know fully what they are signing up for... How central Catholic Values and Social Teaching is to the ethos of the Catholic School
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Support the potential student with finding out about the approval process and encourage them to seek out their Parish Priest to ensure they are known to them rather than waiting until they need him to complete a reference.  This obviously helps when the time comes for the Priest to report on their religious character and beliefs.
1. Signpost and encourage attendance at any recruitment events organised by the Diocese or SCES.
1. Ensure that they know about the options available to them if they do not attend the University of Glasgow when seeking to study for their Catholic Teaching Certificate.
1. Signpost them to SCES where they can find out some of the latest initiative in Scottish Catholic education to assist them in their interview preparation 

