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Pope Francis FAITH AWARD

Advice on using the Faith Journal
The purpose of the Faith Journal is to help pupils both to plan and to keep a record of their journeys through the Faith Award over two school sessions.  It is very likely that the Journal can be used in different ways by young people of differing abilities and in different contexts.  Above all, the Journal should be regarded as the container or ‘scrapbook’ in which evidence of actions and reflection is collected.
USING THE JOURNAL TO PLAN FAITH ACTIONS

The Journal provides a short definition of each Gift of the Holy Spirit, followed by a list of possible Faith Actions.  After pupils have learned about each Gift of the Holy Spirit in a Gathering Point, guided by the contents of the worksheet, they should choose some of the Faith Actions listed in the Journal and think about what they can do - at HOME, in SCHOOL and (for Catholic pupils) in their PARISH.  Additional Faith Actions can be added to the lists provided but teachers would need to ensure that the actions were related to the specified Gift.  Pupils should TICK at least ONE action which they will undertake in each of the three contexts.
USING THE JOURNAL TO RECORD FAITH ACTIONS & REFLECTION

Once pupils have completed a Faith Action, they should use the relevant ‘Home, School, Parish’ page to record WHAT they did and WHERE and WHEN they did it.  They can also use pages 16-25 to insert photographs, mind maps, poems, prayers or sentences to show how their actions have affected them.  It might be helpful for pupils to use a folder for storing the Journals and other things that show their faith actions: Church bulletin, photographs, drawings, letters of thanks etc.
USING THE JOURNAL TO SHARE IDEAS
Teachers might wish to encourage pupils to refer to their Faith Journals when sharing with others in class or in groups and discussing their actions and experiences. This might encourage pupils to consider how they can do the same faith action in a different way.
Pupils might be able to discuss how the Gifts of the Holy Spirit are being used by someone in the news, or in their local area, or by one of the Saints whose lives they have been learning about.

USING THE JOURNAL TO INVOLVE PARENTS

Teachers might wish to allow pupils to take their Faith Journals home occasionally to let parents & carers see them, or they may prefer to show them at meetings in school.  It will be important for someone to be monitoring the actions undertaken at home and it may be necessary to provide a pro forma which a responsible adult can sign to verify that an action has been completed.  This could form part of the evidence collected within the Journal.  SCES will supply a pro forma which can be used to verify the actions completed in the Parish.
USING THE JOURNAL TO SUMMARISE THE EXPERIENCE
When pupils come towards the end of the Faith Award they can use all of the pages in the journal to remind them of what they have learned and experienced.     In particular they should be directed to use pages 26-28 to write about how their experience has helped them to apply the Gifts and to display the Fruits of the Holy Spirit in home, school and parish.
