Inserts for Parish Bulletin- 5th February
Education Sunday – advance notice
Next Sunday is Education Sunday, marking the start of a week when we celebrate the importance of educating children and young people in faith.
Education Sunday – theme for 2017
During this Catholic Education Week we are asked to reflect on how we are “Developing as a community of faith and learning” in our homes, schools and parishes.

Education Sunday – appeal for teachers

If you would like further information on becoming a teacher in our Catholic schools, please contact the Scottish Catholic Education Service: mail@sces.uk.com 
Excerpts from Church Documents on Catholic Education
The Catholic school loses its purpose without constant reference to the Gospel and a frequent encounter with Christ. (The Catholic school, Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education, 1977, n55)
What makes the Catholic school distinctive is its attempt to generate a community climate that is permeated by the Gospel spirit of freedom and love. (Gravissium Educationis, Congregation for Catholic Education, 1965, n8)
Every educator in the school ought to be striving to form strong and responsible individuals who are capable of making free and correct choices, thus preparing young people to open themselves more and more to reality, and to form in themselves a clear idea of the meaning of life. (Lay Catholics in schools: Witnesses to faith, Sacred Congregation for Education, 1982, n17)
[Jesus used] all the resources of interpersonal communication, such as word, silence, metaphor, image, example, and many diverse signs. General Directory of Catechesis 140
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Developing as a community of faith and learning
Ad Clerum message
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Scottish Catholic Education Service

an agency of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland

February 2017
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ ,

Each year, around this time, we celebrate Catholic Education Week.  During this week we:

· celebrate the Godgiven talents and achievements of our young people 
· acknowledge the hard work and faith witness of the staff in our schools 
· mark the unique contribution that Catholic Education makes to our families, our parishes and to wider Scottish society.  
This year the theme, “Developing as a community of faith and learning”, reflects that Catholic schools do not act in isolation but work in partnership as they carry out their task of educating and “completing the whole person”.
 

When we acknowledge that Catholic Education has at its heart “completing the whole person”, we affirm that the children in our care are more than the sum of their intellectual abilities or human endeavor, but that each child is an emotional, physical, social and spiritual being invited to respond to a relationship with God.  Our Catholic schools foster an environment where our children and young people learn that the mission, “to serve all men, has its origin in the figure of Christ”
. 
Through their culture, traditions and faith practices, we can justly make the argument that the Catholic school is a champion within Scottish society for equality, inclusion, diversity and respect.  Our vision for education transcends an individualistic and secular understanding and offers a world view where the responsibility to serve the common good is rooted in faith and motivated by a response to a loving God.  
At a time where leadership and change within education is being shaped for the next generation, and when ‘shared values’
 are proposed as the starting point for learning, we are mindful that the Truth does not change because the Truth that we profess is Jesus Christ. Indeed, the distinctive identity and purpose of the Catholic school is in fact “Christ the Perfect Man, [where] all human values find their fulfilment and unity”
. 
I therefore encourage schools to keep sight of Him, when forming their vision, aims and values. I urge parishioners and former pupils of Catholic schools to speak out positively on behalf Catholic Education to those who would seek to diminish our role or remove the positive contribution that Catholic schools make to our Scottish society. I invite you all to play an active role in your local Catholic schools as dynamic members of a community of faith and learning.
Yours devotedly in Christ,

( Philip Tartaglia, 
Archbishop of Glasgow
President of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland

� Saint John Paul II, address to staff and students of Saint Andrew’s college of education, Glasgow, 1982


� “The Catholic School”- Sacred Congregation for Christian Education 1977n35-37


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/thecurriculum/howisthecurriculumorganised/schoolcommunity/" �http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/thecurriculum/howisthecurriculumorganised/schoolcommunity/� 


� see footnote 2





