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Developing as a community of faith and learning 
This text should be supplemented by some specific examples of faith actions being undertaken in a school or parish.

The theme for today’s Education Sunday and for the week that follows is designed to give us the chance to consider how our schools are “Developing as communities of Faith and Learning”.
We can list many things that make a Catholic school distinctive; 

· Catholic schools have Jesus Christ at the centre of all that they do, 

· learning is shaped using Gospel values, 

· prayer, worship and religious celebrations are integral to the life of the school 
· Catholic schools promote social justice and serve their communities
· their vision, aims and values, to educate the whole person- body, mind and soul, are developed in partnership with parents and parishes and offers a vision 
Our Catholic school are communities where Jesus is the ‘driving force’ behind the school’s planning and actions.  Pope Francis has said that “you cannot speak of Catholic education without speaking about humanity, because the Catholic identity is precisely that God became man”.  Catholic schools in Scotland are inclusive communities which welcome, value, affirm and support all pupils, parents and staff to fulfil the potential of their God-given talents.
So, what does this mean for us in the parish of ______________?  First and foremost we remember that while we are all unique, we were made to be in communion with others.  We were created to be in a loving relationship with God, our family and our world.  In this parish [and in our schools] we learn that each of us, as a child of God, is part of the global Church family and that we cannot reach our fill potential on our own.

Our school(s) work together with our parishes to give our children the best opportunities possible to grow in love of God and with each other. Here are some of the examples of the ways in which our schools and parish work together as a community of faith and learning: 

We are challenged to use our talents for the service of others and so we….[insert local details] 
And we put into practice the things we learn about the love of Jesus through our own acts of witness, in our contributions to charities such as [insert local details here ] 
by participating in parish activities such as [insert local details here . . . ]
by showing loving concern for others in our school when we [insert local details here . . . ]
