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“Celebrating and Worshipping”

School Materials – Overview
      

	NOTE: While these ideas and resources have been compiled for Catholic Education Week 2020, many of them could be used throughout the school year.
Different activities can be adapted to meet the context of your school

	Characteristic from the Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland
“a commitment to the spiritual formation of the school community, through the shared experience of prayer and liturgy, and in partnership with local parishes”

	Points for reflection
	Activity
	Outline

	Resources

	
How explicitly do we connect our school calendar to the Church’s Liturgical year?


How effectively do we plan assembly prayers & services so that pupils will benefit from them?


How well do we work in partnership with parish and parents to ensure that children are prepared to receive the Sacraments?


How successful is our Chaplaincy Committee/Pastoral Team in supporting our Chaplain to nurture the faith life of our school
	During CEW specifically:
Upper school Introductory lesson for Catholic Education Week 2021.

	Pupils are introduced to this year’s CEW theme: Celebrating and Worshipping and reflect on the fact that Jesus is at the centre of all that we do in the Catholic school. Think, pair and share: think of some of the times that you are aware of Jesus’ presence in your life. Pupils learn that the Mass is a special encounter with Jesus and he is truly present with us. Pupils create invitations for friends and family, encouraging them to return to Mass. 

	PPT CEW Intro 2021 (Upper Primary) #

Card, colouring pens/pencils, 
details of Mass times 
(perhaps your school/parish has a special Mass for CEW – have the details of this for the pupils to include on their invitation.)

	
	During CEW specifically and ongoing:
Pupils create/evaluate their class liturgical calendar. 
	Using the Liturgical Calendar PPT pupils revise the Liturgical Year. Pupils then create a liturgical calendar for their class. They should try to include a variety of liturgical experiences that will fit with the season/month e.g. Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, the rosary (October and May), Stations of the Cross (Lent), the Angelus (Advent), Reconciliation service (Lent, Advent, before receiving a sacrament), processions (May, Corpus Christi), patronal feast day celebrations, prayer to the Sacred Heart in June, prayers for the dead in November etc. They should also think about who will be involved: will you invite the parish priest, parents, parish catechists? Where will it be celebrated in the school or parish? There is a space at the bottom of their planner to plan the prayers that they will learn/focus on each month. They can use their TIOF prayer planners to make sure they cover them all. 
This activity could be done in groups with each group taking a different season/month. Pupils could also look up the feasts and seasons on an Ipad as they go through the calendar for more information. 
 
	Liturgical Calendar PPT #
Liturgical Year Planner #
TIOF Prayer Grid #

	
	During CEW specifically and ongoing:
Establish or evaluate the work of your school Chaplaincy Team/Liturgy Group. 
	Does your school have a Chaplaincy Team or Liturgy Group? Perhaps you could establish one. This group would have responsibility for planning and supporting the schools liturgical events and ensuring that classes have liturgical/prayer planners, they would also ensure that each season of the Church’s year and important feasts are appropriately celebrated in the school. Your parish priest may wish to meet with the Liturgy Group to support their work.
	

	

	“What makes the Catholic school distinctive is its attempt to generate a community climate that is permeated by the Gospel spirit of freedom and love”
Declaration on Christian Education (Gravissimum Educationis), 1965
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