                                           Notes for Speakers at Mass, Education Sunday 2021
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N.B. This text should be supplemented by some specific examples of faith actions being undertaken in a school or parish.
The theme for this year’s Catholic Education Week is designed to help us reflect upon how our schools are communities of faith and learning, characterised by our celebration and worship.
We can list many things that make a Catholic school distinctive:
· learning is shaped using Gospel values, 
· prayer, worship and religious celebrations are integral to the life of the school 
· Catholic schools promote social justice and serve their communities
· their vision, aims and values, to educate the whole person- body, mind and soul - are developed in partnership with parents and parishes, and designed to nurture communities which are secure enough in their own identity and purpose to allow them to be outward-looking and welcoming of all.

All of these distinctive markers come as a result of Catholic schools having Jesus Christ at the centre of all that they do.

Our Catholic schools are communities where Jesus is the ‘driving force’ behind the school’s planning and actions.  Pope Francis has said that “you cannot speak of Catholic education without speaking about humanity, because the Catholic identity is precisely that God became man”.  Catholic schools in Scotland are inclusive communities which welcome, value, affirm and support all pupils, parents and staff to fulfil the potential of their God-given talents, using Jesus Christ as our model, and his teachings as our sure foundation. In Catholic schools all over the country this week, pupils and staff will be learning and reflecting on this, and on how they come together in celebration and worship to strengthen their faith and their bonds to God and to one another.
The circumstances of the last two years posed real challenges for so many in our schools, parish and wider communities. We saw the closure of our schools and parishes, and worked through the tentative attempts to reopen or to reimagine how we could function safely in an ever-changing landscape. 
We lost so much in our day-to-day: the opportunity to attend Mass, to worship together; to receive the Blessed Sacrament and share in the other sacraments; the chance to meet with others and share our news, our grief; our joy. We lost the opportunity to come together to celebrate all those events which shape our year and are markers in the landscape of our life as a community.  These are things which were woven into the fabric of our lives, and how keenly we felt the loss of them during lockdown and restrictions. As with any enforced change, we were put into a situation where we could reflect upon what we had lost, and come to value it all the more. We should remember how that felt, and guard against falling into the trap of taking these things for granted.
For celebration and worship is such a part of what we do and of who we are. For all of us, some of our happiest, most poignant and most beautiful memories are linked to times when we have joined with others in celebration and worship; no doubt, we hope to make many more such memories. In the preface to the weekday Mass we find these beautiful words:

Father all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give thanks.

You have no need of our praise,
yet our desire to thank You is itself Your gift.

Our prayer of thanksgiving adds nothing to Your greatness,
but makes us grow in Your grace,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We see here that there is never a wrong time to turn to God in prayer and worship. There is never a wrong time to celebrate his unending love for us. Indeed, in so doing, we strengthen our relationship with God, our loving Father, and with our brothers and sisters in Christ with whom we celebrate. We are made to know, to love and to serve Him,; it is here that we find our purpose, and we can do that through joining together in celebration and worship. 
This is why the prayer and sacramental life of our school is absolutely central to who we are and to how we grow as a community. It is also why the links we have with our parishes are so important to us.
In particular, it is in the celebration of the Eucharist, and in Eucharistic Adoration, we find a special and precious way to join our celebration and worship. Time spent in the true presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament reminds us, in the words of Pope Francis, that “life's greatness does not consist in having, but in loving."
Our young people first discover this in their homes; they celebrate it in their parishes, and it is at the centre of their school experience. As they grow in knowledge and skills through their lessons, they grow in friendship with Jesus, learning from his example, and our wish to celebrate and worship expresses our gratitude and our joy in being his disciples. In the words of Pope Benedict, during his visit to Britain in 2010, “A good school provides a rounded education for the whole person. And a good Catholic school, over and above this, should help all its students to become saints.” All of the saints teach us of the importance of prayer, of celebration, of worship.
So, what does this mean for us in the parish of ______________?  How do we live as people following in the Way of Jesus? We were created to be in a loving relationship with God, our family and our world.  In our homes, in this parish [and in our schools] we learn how it feels to be treated with love, with compassion and with mercy; we learn about the importance of acting with justice and integrity; we experience understanding, kindness and gentleness. We can then learn how to use these virtues and values in our interactions with others and, in so doing, we take the message of Christ to those we meet, within our communities and beyond.
Our school(s) work together with our parishes to give our children the best opportunities possible to grow in love of God and with each other. Here are some of the examples of the ways in which our schools and parish work together as a community of faith and learning living in the example of Jesus: 
We are challenged to use our talents for the service of others and so we….[insert local details] 
And we put into practice the things we learn about the love of Jesus through our own acts of witness, in our contributions to charities such as [insert local details here ] 
by participating in parish activities such as [insert local details here . . . ]
by showing loving concern for others in our school when we [insert local details here . . . ]

I would like to finish by thanking you all for listening today, and for allowing me to share with you my thoughts on how we, in ________________ School, are growing in our learning and growing in our love of God and neighbour through celebration and worship.  I would also like to thank Fr. _______________ for allowing me to share this Mass and speak to you all today, and for all the support we receive from the parish.
We will continue to remember you in our prayers.
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