Preparing for Interview PGDE (Primary and Secondary)

As part of the interview process for Initial Teacher Education Courses at the University of Glasgow you will be asked a specific question regarding Religious Education.  

It is helpful to consider these questions in advance and prepare your answer.  You should plan to talk to your mentor, or a Catholic teacher in the school where you are undertaking work experience, as part of your preparations for this answer.  It is also important to rehearse answering questions aloud, or with another person in advance of your interview.

University Set Question: Religious education and faith development are important aspects of Roman Catholic schools in Scotland. How do you think you can contribute to the religious education and faith development of the children in your care?

Take time to read this question, think about the component parts and consider how you would respond. It is a very complex question and when read understood correctly gives you component parts that will help structure your answer.
Read the question again, below in blue and red, and look at the parts that are emphasised in red and bold lettering.  We will break down the question and then consider how best to answer it.

How do you think you can contribute to the religious education and faith development of the children in your care?

Note how the question asks for a personal response.  It does not ask what is important about RE, or how RE is linked to the curriculum.
The first thing to think about is: 
How can you contribute to the RE of the children in your care?

The question continues by linking RE and faith development, and again asks how you will contribute to the faith development of the children in your care.
The second part to consider is:
How can you contribute to the faith development of the children in your care?

The question is framed using the language “children in your care”.  Think about this phrase and what that means in terms of a teacher’s role.  It is almost as important to think about what it does NOT say, as what it does.
It does not say the “children in your class” or “children in your level” or even “children in your school”.  
It also does not say “pupils who you teach” or “young people you have responsibility for” or “children you will assess”.

The words children and care are carefully chosen.
Why do you think that is?

By using the phrase “children in your care” the question is emphasising that first and foremost the young people in our schools are children from families.  They are not simply pupils or citizens, but someone’s child.  In Catholic education we understand that parents are the first educators of their children and that they entrust their children to us, so that we can continue the teaching that they have started in the home.  In choosing a Catholic school, parents have chosen a school with a distinctive character and culture and, while their children are part of the school community, the parents have an expectation that all staff will care for their child.  This care includes the physical, mental, religious, spiritual, sacramental and faith development of children.  
How can you contribute to the children in your care?

Finally, it is helpful to consider what is meant by Religious Education and Faith Development, and to think about what that will ‘look like’ in a Catholic school.  
Use the following questions to help you to think about this:
· How do pupils normally experience RE?
· In what way could the following be RE: Assemblies, school Masses, charity events, ecological education, retreats?
· Can you name any other ways RE is delivered?
· What is the difference between RE and faith development? (do all children receive RE, is it always faith development for them?  Is there a difference between learning about religion and learning through religion – if so, what might that look like in a school?)
· Can you contribute to the faith development of a child without it being RE?

Having thought about the question that the university is asking, now prepare and rehearse an answer.
In preparing your own personal answer to the question set by the university, you may find following thematic responses helpful 

Thematic Responses: 
I can contribute to the religious education and faith development of the children in my care by:
· Witnessing to my faith and belief in Jesus 
· Putting the RE and faith development that I will teach into action in the way I act and treat others.
· Recognising that I contribute to RE and faith development at all times as a teacher, not just during formal RE lessons
· Supporting and assisting pupils in their faith journey, including their Sacramental journey
· Helping pupils develop habits of faith, including an informed conscience, morals, prayer and sacramental life and awareness of the spiritual life, Tradition and teaching of the Church.
· Promoting knowledge, understanding tolerance and respect for others, including those of other religious and none religious beliefs. 
· Being committed to social justice, action and charity.
