Celebrating and Worshipping 2022 National Catholic Schools’ week – Sunday Jan. 30, 2022 - Saturday, Feb. 5, 2022 Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13; Luke 4:21-30
Are celebrating and worshipping the same thing? Instinctively we might think they were two different things: many people would think of worship as a religious activity – what you do in a religious building, or at an outdoor shrine. We think of worship as what happens when people come together to carry out some religious rite or function, often in a religious building or shrine. We celebrate when people have birthdays, anniversaries, success in exams and so on. We celebrate when teams have done well. We celebrate significant people events like birthdays (especially milestone birthdays!), when they have success, an addition to the family, a promotion at work….and so it goes on. Worship is a very different thing altogether – or at least to many it seems to be very different. Not so many people would claim to enjoy worship to the extent they would enjoy celebrating, which is a great pity, because worship should be very closely linked to celebration, as Luke suggests about the time when Jesus came to Nazarareth, where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read: (Luke 4:17-30):
“…they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it is written: ‘The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour”. He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen’.  And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the gracious words that came from his lips. Good news; liberty to captives; binding up broken hearts; giving new sight to the blind”.  The synagogue gathering were not convinced. They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’ But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me the saying, “Physician, heal yourself” and tell me, “We have heard all that happened in Capernaum, do the same here in your own countryside”‘. And he went on, ‘I tell you solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his own country. When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged. They sprang to their feet and hustled him out of the town; and they took him up to the brow of the hill their town was built on, intending to throw him down the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and walked away”. This crowd in the synagogue were all ready to worship, but they were in no mind to celebrate, which was a great pity. Their worship quickly turned in to a session of judgement – ‘who does this guy think he is?’ Well, they think they know who he is – the son of Joseph! They’re wrong, of course, but they make the mistake that many people make – of turning people, or in this case, the Son of God into a size and shape that suits them. These people were worshipping, but they were not celebrating the presence of God in their midst.
Worship and celebration should go hand in hand; indeed, if our worship is at all genuine, it should embrace celebration too. Worship that is not celebration is a strange worship, limited -or indeed lacking - because it then becomes cut off from other people, and remains introspective. In our liturgy we can tend to be focussed on ourselves, and forget about others, but worship that is celebration means others are always part of our worship too. Celebration and worship should work in a similar way for us, albeit in different ways and in different circumstances. Prayer is worship, but it should also be celebration of our awareness of the God who has the good of each of us firmly in God’s sight. By the way, the prayer which asks that God’s will be done is an example of perfect worship of God! It is the attitude which sums up the examples we have of Jesus at prayer. He is never the focus of his own prayer – his Father is the focus. 
Let’s try and draw this together. Celebrations can take all sorts of shapes and forms. We usually plan then in terms of what we like. Worship should be different, because instead of us determining its shape and size, worship is our response to what God reveals to us through his Son, the Word of God in human form. It takes us to the worship of God because it originates with God, who invites us to share God’s very life in the person of his Son. The people gathered for a religious service in the Nazareth synagogue were prepared to kill the Son of the God they were supposed to be worshipping! Ok, that was a very unusual example of life in the synagogue – at least we hope it was!  Let’s try to find where God leads us in worship, and then let’s go about the business of celebrating that invitation! 
