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The Charlie Rich song, no one knows what goes on behind closed doors is remembered for many reasons. It was that song, written by Kenny O’Dall, that was a springboard to a successful career in music for Rich. For all of that, that song behind closed doors, has been an important weapon, in the war against domestic abuse. When I hear it played, it is that decade old campaign that immediately comes to my mind.
The campaign itself made clear that outsiders never fully know what goes on in the life of another family. Even those who present as the perfect couple can be subject to unspeakable behaviour that needs to be challenged and prevented.
The song and the campaign have done wonders in the fight against domestic abuse and it is true that we never know what goes on behind closed doors.
A similar point is made in Jesus exhorting his disciples to live virtuous and righteous lives. If your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes and the Pharisees.
They were the original spin doctors, well versed in the importance of appearances, perfectly turned out but so corrupt just the same.
For Christ, it is not simply about appearance, nor is it important how people regards us. It is about what goes on within where no one can see. It is about more than external behaviour which can be seen and judged. It is about inner attitudes and that which fills our hearts. It is one thing to be seen to do the right thing and of course it is important but if we do the right thing yet are filled inside with envy and anger, bitterness or lust, un-forgiveness or jealousy then are hearts are diseased. Our actions are to the fruit of our beliefs and attitudes not a contradiction of them.
Faith needs to reach not just actions but attitudes as well, it challenges us to reform the areas of life that no one sees but ourselves. 


