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CARITAS 2020-2021 

1. Introduction and Caritas Award Ceremony 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Dear Caritas Co-ordinator, 

Please allow me to begin by thanking you for all of the work and effort you and your pupils 

have dedicated to the Caritas programme this year, and for all the good works it has 

inspired. 

In a year that has presented so many challenges for the Caritas programme, the latest 

lockdown presents its own issues. This document will aim to answer the questions you may 

have about the assessment, verification and issuing of awards given the current restrictions 

and the uncertainty that surrounds the situation in schools and the wider education 

community. 

 

CARITAS CEREMONY, 10TH JUNE 2021 

We have taken the decision to cancel this year’s ceremony, even with the hope that things 

may be better by June. While this is a painful decision, we feel that it is unfair to leave 

schools dealing with the uncertainty of whether or not they should be trying to make 

arrangements. We could have no way of knowing what form any ceremony could take, if 

indeed it could happen at all. 

This having been said, we are also acutely aware of the number of events this year’s S6 

school cohorts have already missed out on, with more to follow. With this in mind, we are 

exploring the possibility of putting together some kind of video/online tribute to the Caritas 

Class of 2021. We have always asked schools to send us any photographs/video clips/etc of 

their Caritas experiences, and as you know we often use these in the presentations at the 

ceremony itself. This year, we would ask schools to make a special effort to collect and send 

us anything that we could use to put in this tribute. It would be good to think that the 

candidates would have something to look back on, even if they have had to miss out on 

their big day at the Armadillo. You can send these to us at mail@sces.uk.com , 

readviser@sces.uk.com , or director@sces.uk.com . 
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2. SUBMISSION OF RESULTS 
 

Perhaps the most important single piece of information for schools regarding this is that we 

will now be extending the date for submissions.  

In the past we had always asked for submissions by the end of February to allow us time to 

arrange verification visits and complete assessment reports allow for the timely 

organisation of the ceremony. If we are no longer holding the ceremony, it would seem 

beneficial to pass that time back to schools. 

The timeline for this year will therefore be: 

BY Friday 26th February: Return names of ALL registered pupils on the attached Excel sheet 

proforma, which has been adapted for this year to director@sces.uk.com .  ( School Name, 

Caritas co-ordinator details AND column B – Pupil names ONLY) 

 

 

 

By Friday 5th March: SCES will identify the pupils from your cohort who have been selected 

for cross marking, internally by school colleagues and send you these names. 

Thursday 1st April: Return completed results Excel sheet with assessment results and cross 

marker(s) details to director@sces.uk.com  

 

 

mailto:director@sces.uk.com
mailto:director@sces.uk.com


SCES is an agency of the Bishops’ of Scotland (also known as the Catholic Endowment Trust Charity No. SCO 16650) 

 

 

THE FINAL SUBMISSION DATE FOR CARITAS RESULTS WILL THEREFORE BE 

THURSDAY 1ST APRIL 2021 

WHERE SCHOOLS SUBMIT WITHIN THIS DEADLINE, WE WOULD HOPE TO DELIVER MEDALS 

AND CERTIFICATES BY 10TH JUNE 2021 (THE DATE THE CEREMONY WOULD HAVE BEEN 

HELD). 

If a centre submits after this date we will not be able to get your medals and certificates 

to you until the start of the new school year (August 2021). 

Please remember that our printing firm will also be working within any government 

restrictions, and therefore delivery may also be more difficult than usual. 

Submissions must be made using the attached Excel sheet proforma which has been 

adapted for this year. 
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3. ASSESSMENT AND CROSS MARKING 
 

 

N.B. As in previous years, candidate’s submission MUST fulfil ALL of the success criteria 

outlined in the Individual Candidate Assessment Sheet before it can be considered 

successful. 

 

 

(a) FAITH WITNESS 

You may remember that in August of last year we sent out an advice note regarding the 

changes to the programme for the 2020/2021 cohort (the text for this document can still be 

seen at https://sces.org.uk/caritas-2020-2021-new-information-for-schools/ ). In this we 

outlined the differences in terms of content and priorities for 2020/2021. 

One of the points emphasised in this was that the changes schools have had to make would 

necessitate a far more flexible approach on assessment and verification. This has proved to 

be the case. 

In terms of faith witness, the advice note said: 

“Therefore, given concerns raised by teachers, for the current cohort the faith 

witness time requirement will be reduced to a notional 30 hours.  

 

The time is described as “notional” because it has never been in the spirit of Caritas 

to say that the number of hours is the most important thing; the number serves as a 

reflection of a serious ongoing commitment to helping and loving others. If it were to 

be the case that, given current circumstances, a specific pupil may have faced 

difficulties that meant they were a little short on 30 hours, but that their submission 

showed genuine and detailed reflection, we would be willing to look on a case-by-

case basis and be guided by teacher discretion on that young person’s commitment 

to the spirit of the programme. 

 

. . .  it can often happen that, having spent the year reflecting on their faith and 

actions, candidates are more willing to be involved in Lenten activities, but these are 

always going to happen after the submission date. Again, we would be willing to be 

guided by teacher discretion on this; if the teacher believes that the young person 

will honour that pledge, then that time will be credited.” 

 

Although there was a period of time from August – December when candidates may have 

been able to work in parishes, community groups, etc, we have already had messages from 

schools saying that it is now very difficult for pupils to contact the people who were 

overseeing their work, or even to access forms if they were left in parishes, community 

halls, etc. 

https://sces.org.uk/caritas-2020-2021-new-information-for-schools/
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Given these circumstances, and appreciating the problems caused by restrictions beyond 

the influence of pupils, schools or parishes, we will accept the co-ordinator’s professional 

judgement on this as outlined in the advice note in August: 

 

“Some co-ordinators have expressed concerns about who will “sign off” of pupil faith 
witness activities, especially those that do not easily fall under the headings of 
“school” or “parish”. Given the age and stage of the pupils involved, they will all be 
involved in various levels of independent learning throughout their studies. In 
looking at SQA guidelines, the criteria for SQA National 6 learning and attainment 
talks about learners working “with non-directive supervision, i.e. learners will take 
responsibility for their own learning”, and taking “some supervisory responsibility”, 
and it is reasonable to extend that way of thinking into Caritas. If the young people 
say that they have carried out a work of Faith witness, and can show their reflection 
on that and on its impact, and the teacher has no reason to disbelieve them, then 
the teacher can verify the log sheet.” 
 

 If, as the co-ordinator, you are convinced that the young person has undertaken their faith 

witness in good faith, and to the best of their ability within the restrictions imposed, then 

you can “sign off” on the witness activities. However, pupils should still be able to record 

their reflections on their witness, and the impact it has had on them and on those they set 

out to help. Pupils who cannot access their original Faith Witness Log sheet may therefore 

find it useful to complete a new form to have as support notes for the completion of their 

final submission. 
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(b) GATHERING POINTS AND FINAL REPORT 

All 4 Gathering Points are now available on the SCES  website in both Powerpoint 

(https://sces.org.uk/gathering-point-resources/ )  and Sway ( https://sces.org.uk/caritas-

gathering-points-sway-versions-for-blended-learning/ ) versions.  

It would still be the case that a successful candidate should have completed all of the 

learning for all 4 gathering points and have submitted their responses. It may therefore be 

helpful for co-ordinators to schedule opportunities to “meet” with Caritas groups to 

ensure that all candidates are aware of expectations in terms of content, submission and 

timescales. 

Co-ordinators are reminded that the candidate must provide evidence to fulfil all success 

criteria. It therefore remains good practice to ensure that candidates make use of the 

Individual Candidate Assessment sheet for purposes of self-assessment and as part of their 

preparation for their final report.  

The final report can, as ever, be submitted in a format that allows the candidate to give the 

best and fullest account of their Caritas experience. 

Across their Faith Witness Log, the 4 Gathering point Assessment responses and their final 

report, candidates must present convincing evidence that they have fulfilled the Success 

Criteria: 

 

 

 

 

 

Success Criteria 
1. I have provided evidence of extensive personal reflection on my Caritas journey. 

2. I have demonstrated how my knowledge and understanding of “Caritas” has developed during the Caritas 
Award, with particular reference to Scripture and the teaching of Pope Benedict XVI. 

3. I have shown my response to my learning about “Caritas” by sharing key experiences and moments of 
insight from the award year. 

4. I have evaluated and explained the impact of my Caritas journey on my faith and values. 

5. I have completed 30 hours of faith witness activities in my school /parish/ faith community / wider 
community. 

6. I have provided evidence of the impact of my faith witness activities on my school and on my parish or 
faith community. 

7. I have provided evidence that I have reflected on how the Caritas Award might influence my future 
actions. 

https://sces.org.uk/gathering-point-resources/
https://sces.org.uk/caritas-gathering-points-sway-versions-for-blended-learning/
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(c) VERIFICATION 

In the August advice note we said: 

“We will have to look at how the process of verification is going to work this year. As 
the situation stands at the moment it would not be advisable, even if it were possible, 
to send verifiers into schools and to find free areas for them when all spaces are at a 
premium. In addition, the majority of our verifiers are retired HTs/DHTs, and so are of 
an age where it would not be advisable for them to be moving from school to school. 
We are aware of this issue, and we are keeping it under review.” 

 

You will understand that the current situation, and indeed the projected situation, means 

that it will indeed be impossible for any external verification to take place. In addition, we 

are very aware of the pressures it would place on schools to ask for evidence to be 

gathered, collated and sent to SCES. Over and above this, our office remains closed and so 

there would be an inevitable risk of candidates’ work being misdirected, lost or late in 

delivery. 

We do however feel that some form of verification is important to protect the integrity of 

the award. Many candidates will have put a great deal of effort and reflection into their 

Caritas work, and it is important that they are aware that their award is not worth less than 

in previous years. It is also important that they see that the award is not being given to 

candidates who have clearly not committed to the programme.  

With all of this in mind, we are asking all presenting centres to put in place cross-marking 

procedures so that assessment standards can be maintained. Our usual verification 

procedures would mean that the verifier would look at a sample of 20% of candidates, with 

a minimum of 6 candidates (unless a centre has less than 6 candidates in total). We would 

ask therefore that centres arrange for a similar process, where a sample of pupil evidence 

(names chosen by SCES) could be cross-marked by another member of staff, against the 

same success criteria; possibly another member of the RE dept, or a member of SMT/SLT, or 

anyone else who is involved in Caritas in the school. There will be a space on the final 

submission form for the cross-marker(s) to countersign and confirm the assessment and 

verification process. 
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4. CARITAS 2020 – 2021 SUBMISSION CHECKLIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. All necessary evidence is collected for each candidate: 

o Faith Witness Log  

o Responses for all 4 Gathering Points 

o Final Report 

 

2. Names of all pupils registered for the award are sent to 

SCES by the 28th February. 

 

3. All evidence is assessed against the Success Criteria, and a 

Candidate Assessment Sheet is completed for each pupil. 

This is signed* by assessor and candidate. 

 

4. A sample (approx. 20% of all candidates, with a minimum 

of 6) of candidates’ submissions, selected by SCES, is cross- 

marked and assessment standards verified. 

 

5. Names of successful candidates added to SCES Caritas Final 

Submission form. 

 

6. Form is countersigned (electronically) by those involved in 

cross marking. 

 

7. Form is submitted electronically to SCES by 1st April 2021. 

 

8. Medals and certificates delivered to schools by 10th June 

2021. 

 

*An electronic signature will be accepted for candidates if they 

are unable to sign in person. 

 


